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The NRS Europe crew stops to fix
the leek in the boat. Losinj, Croatia
Jens Klatt

WELCOME
TO THE WATER
Our mission at NRS is to provide the
equipment, inspiration and expertise
that empower adventures on the
water—however you define adventure.
For some, it might mean traveling
across the globe to explore remote
rivers. For others, it’s as simple as
playing on local waterways over the
weekend. Whatever your style, no
matter the scope of your ambitions,
we’re here to support you with the
gear, service and stoke that help make
it happen.
The sport of paddling continually
reinvents itself, and since 1972, our
company has evolved alongside it.
From selling rafting equipment to
pioneers of the sport, to building
technical gear for kayakers pushing
the limits of human possibility, NRS has
adapted as paddlesports have grown.
Today, we create equipment and
apparel for all types of fun on the water,
whether you’re seeking adrenaline,
fitness, solitude, or a relaxing afternoon
in the sun.
At NRS, we’ve always worked to make
water sports inclusive and accessible.
Now we’re reviving that commitment
for new paddlers and a new era. This
year, we’re inviting all people who
love the outdoors to add water to their
weekends, their vacations, their lives—
and to share the experience with us
along the way. Will you join us?

NEW for 2019
REVISED for 2019

MEN’S SUP

NINJA PFD

SILKWEIGHT LONG-SLEEVE SHIRT

RIVER HAT

40013.03 | $129.95 | S/M, L/XL, XXL

12543.01 | $24.95

10114.03 | $39.95 | S-XXL

VIBE SHOES

BENNY BOARD SHORTS

BOATER’S GLOVES

30046.01 | $74.95 | 8-13

10141.03 | $59.95 | 30-40, 33

25005.05 | $24.95 | XS-XXL
all styles imported
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Sparks Lake, Oregon
Ben Herndon
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Augsburg, Germany
Jens Klatt
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WOMEN’S SUP

BOATER’S GLOVES
25006.04 | $24.95 | XS-XL

PHANTOM JACKET
20020.01 | $89.95 | XS-XL

SILKWEIGHT SHORT-SLEEVE SHIRT
10111.03 | $34.95 | XS-XL

ZEPHYR INFLATABLE PFD
40037.02 | $119.95 | Universal

BEDA BOARD SHORTS
10142.03 | $54.95 | 4-14

VIBE SHOES
30047.01 | $74.95 | 6-11

all styles imported
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MEN’S RAFTING

BADGE HAT
12547.01 | $24.95 | Universal

CRUSH SHOES
30043.02 | $79.95 | 8-13

SURGE PFD

SHORT-SLEEVE GUIDE SHIRT

40060.01 | $129.95 | XS/M, L/XL, XL/XXL

LOLO SHORTS
10150.01 | $69.95 | 30-40, 33

10011.01 | $64.95 | S-XXL

GUIDE GLOVES
25013.04 | $19.95 | XS-XXL
all styles imported
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Collin is rigged and ready for a
day on the Yampa River, Utah.
Danny Schmidt
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Early-season sun on the San Juan River, Utah.
Jenni Chaffin
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WOMEN’S RAFTING

SMITH COLETTE SUNGLASSES
13539.01 | $169.00

TULA GARDENER HAT
13002.01 | $31.95 | S/M, L/XL

SILKWEIGHT HOODIE
10140.03 | $54.95 | XS-XL

SAYAN PFD
40061.01 | $129.95 | XS/M, L/XL

CRUSH SHOES
30044.02 | $79.95 | 6-11

LOLO SKORT
10148.01 | $64.95 | 4-16
all styles imported

nrs.com

| 11

Raft to Ski on
the Tatshenshini
Words by Thomas Woodson, photos by Joey Schusler

“You guys are crazy, but it might work.” That’s how Tatshenshini
Expediting, a local outfitter in Whitehorse, Yukon, first responded
to our expedition idea. Rafting the Tatshenshini to ski in British
Columbia and Alaska required hitting a very slim window of
conditions, one that was not promising even days before our April
departure. A scouting flight revealed four ice bridges and many
challenging portages through the first narrow canyon—not to
mention a frozen Alsek Lake portage two weeks down river. With
the spring thaw approaching and ten friends ready to chase this
dream together, we committed. Whatever that meant.
The group came together as a bachelor party of sorts—in the least
likely location. Ten friends from Boulder, Colorado meeting up for
twenty river days, all as Mason’s last big adventure before tying
the knot. Planning a multiday river trip is already a beast in and
of itself, but to add an exploratory ski mountaineering component
demanded a diversified team. Half the group came from a
background in expedition paddling and stout whitewater. The other
half consisted of passionate-to-the-core skiers.
Even for the most experienced multi-dayers, rigging a raft for a ski
expedition proved to be challenging. Where do ten pairs of skis go?
How do we keep ice axes accessible—but not detrimental to the
rubber—in the event of an ice bridge and mandatory river exit? As
the paddlers played Tetris with snow gear, the skiers had to figure
out how best to layer for winter paddling under drysuits for their
first time. Soon enough though, we were on our way down the
narrow beginnings of a spring river in the Yukon.
Spencer led the way on his paddleboard, our three 16-foot rafts
following cautiously as he signaled “all good” around each bend.
Though not particularly large or difficult, the rapids gained in size
as the ice banks morphed into cold, dark undercut death zones
that would be oh-so-unforgiving in the event of a swim. But before
we knew it, the gradient lessened, the river straightened, and we
laughed with a huge sigh of relief. The Tatshenshini was completely
free flowing and the ice had broken up just days prior to our launch.
When we finally hit the confluence with the Alsek River, moody
skyscapes cleared as the sun rose, illuminating massive snowy
peaks all around us. We had entered the mountain range we set
our sights on a year ago.

A 4:00 A.M. alarm welcomed our first day of skiing. Roughly a mile
of bushwhacking, creek crossings and boulder field traversing
separated us from the toe of the Netland Glacier. Our objective was
straightforward: to work out the kinks of our newly formed rope teams
and get an up close look at the lines we had memorized on Google
Earth. Gaining over a thousand feet from the river, it was surreal to
shift our perspectives on where we were. The skin track ran parallel
to grizzly tracks as we entered a glaciated valley. We toured up to the
border of Alaska then skied back into British Columbia, chased by the
beginnings of our first proper storm.
What began as fat flakes on the river’s edge gave way to relentless
rain and deflated hopes of powder skiing. The group sat tent-bound
for days. The sun returned, and skies cleared, giving way to a blissful
window-shopping state. More lines sat a few miles downstream. Lines
that proved to be mostly piles of avalanche slide debris. Down to the
next zone we paddled, crossing into Alaska and immediately finding
river couloirs around the first bend.
With a few days of clear weather forecasted, we set up for our final ski
stint below the Walker Glacier. A soft, sandy beach provided a perfect
place to set up camp, and we walked barefoot on the sunny days.
Signs of spring blossomed from the brush around us.
One line, eyed from camp for days, proved to be an utterly aesthetic,
gradual ascent to a craggy 4,000-foot summit. I returned from the
glacier mission in time to pick up some radio chatter above. Four of
us sat on the beach, warmed by the sun, shirtless with our feet in the
sand, as the little dots transitioned and, one by one, arched perfect
high-speed turns down the smooth rolling slope of spring corn snow.
Though envious of the turns myself, watching Joey and Mason rip
down an Alaskan summit gave me a huge feeling of satisfaction. The
teamwork and time spent in the weeks to get here satisfied me. The
friendships and group dynamics that developed satisfied me. But most
satisfying of all was simply existing in this perfect moment—feet in the
sand as my friends skied the run of their dreams.
Stay tuned for the upcoming film. Read the full story on Duct Tape Diaries
at nrs.com/dtd

MEN’S TOURING

HIGH TIDE SPLASH JACKET
20026.02 | $149.95 | S-XXL

OSO PFD
40072.01 | $109.95 | XS/M, L/XL, XL/XXL

LIGHTWEIGHT HOODIE
10120.03 | $69.95 | S-XXL

ENDURANCE SPLASH PANTS
20015.04 | $109.95 | XS-XXL

CATALYST GLOVES
25037.01 | $44.95 | XS-XXL

DESPERADO SHOES
30019.04 | $54.95 | 5-13
all styles imported
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David Bain exploring the coastline
of Anglesey, Wales.
Gabrielle Ridge
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ODYSSEY PFD
As many paddlers know, it has become nearly impossible to find a technical paddling vest with a zipper.
For sea kayakers and all-around paddlers who value comfort and convenience in their gear—along with
performance—the Odyssey is the answer. Combining multiple densities of foam flotation in a seven-panel
design, the Odyssey is soft, flexible and lightweight. We’ve carefully considered every detail with this vest,
giving serious sea kayakers all the features they need for safe offshore touring.

Six adjustment points

Thin back design
3M® reflective accents
on front and back
Zippered front entry

Durable 400 denier
ripstop nylon

Two large
zippered pockets

Two VHF radio
pockets with
dual zippers

Numerous attachment points

ODYSSEY
40124.01 | $149.95 | XS/M, L/XL, XL/XXL

nrs.com

| 17

WOMEN’S TOURING

SHORT-SLEEVE RASHGUARD

HYDROSKIN® GLOVES

RIPTIDE SPLASH JACKET

10020.06 | $39.95 | XS-XL

25015.03 | $39.95 | XS-XL

20031.01 | $199.95 | XS-XL

ENDURANCE SPLASH PANTS

ZOYA PFD

PADDLE SHOES

20018.04 | $109.95 | XS-XXL

40029.02 | $104.95 | XS/M, L/XL, XL/XXL

30040.02 | $54.95 | 6-11
all styles imported
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Golden Gate Strait, California
Jacob Boling
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MEN’S WHITEWATER KAYAKING

WRSI MOMENT HELMET

CRUX DRYSUIT

WRSI S-TURN ELBOW PADS

43005.02 | $159.95 | S/M, M/L, L/XL

22533.03 | $989.95 | S-XXL

50037.01 | $59.95 | S/M, L/XL

ZEN PFD

FREESTYLE SHOES

40030.02 | $199.95 | S/M, L/XL, XXL

30017.04 | $54.95 | 5-13

MAVERICK GLOVES
25017.04 | $54.95 | XS-XXL

all styles imported
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Sweden is good to the last drop for NRS
Europe Team Manager, David Bain.
Gradient and Water
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Regan Byrd launches into another day in whitewater
paradise. Columbia River Gorge, Washington
John Webster
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WOMEN’S WHITEWATER KAYAKING

WRSI TRIDENT HELMET
43002.02 | $179.95 | S/M, M/L, L/XL

FLUX DRYTOP
22516.04 | $324.95 | XS-XL

NORA PFD
40073.01 | $109.95 | XS/M, L/XL

FREEFALL DRY PANTS
22520.02 | $234.95 | S-XXL

HYDROSKIN® GLOVES
25015.03 | $39.95 | XS-XL

REMIX SHOES
30023.03 | $44.95 | 5-11
all styles imported
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Shred for the South Fork
Words by Kyle Smith, photos by Andrew Dunning (right) and Seth Dahl (below)

My first multiday kayak trip was on the South Fork Salmon at low,
rocky flows. I remember pulling on my drysuit that frosty November
morning, after driving over Lick-Creek Summit the night before, a
layer of fresh snow covering the road.
The day was long. We knocked out nearly the entire South Salmon
in one day, not uncommon at higher flows, but not a suggested
practice at base flow in the winter. The remaining 20 miles of flat
water the next day gave me some time to reflect on my choices.
When we finally arrived to Vinegar Creek, I vowed to never come
back to the South Salmon again.
Contrary to my former self’s vows, I make the pilgrimage every
spring. Admittedly, I have a larger set of student loans due to this
river. But at 6.5 feet and rising, the South Salmon unleashed in
the spring is arguably the best big water overnighter in the United
States and worth every penny I’ll be paying when I’m 45.
Although we might not realize it, the South Fork Salmon is a gem
in the whitewater culture of Idaho. It’s a proverbial notch on the
belt of every serious whitewater enthusiast, and if it’s not, it should
be. The Middle Fork may be the most famous, but the South Fork
is just as incredible. Violently beautiful topography wraps the
lower section of the river in massive granite cliffs while golden
balsamroot blankets the upper end. Anything that puts the quality
of this river at risk makes me raise an eyebrow.
Midas Gold, a massive Canadian mining company, is working to
reopen the Stibnite mine at the headwaters of this incredible stretch
of river. Stibnite was first mined in the early 1800s, but as certain
materials became less lucrative, the mine slowed its operation until
the EPA pushed for stringent water quality improvement. Then, it
closed, leaving behind a destroyed fish habitat and a weakened
ecosystem affecting the downstream towns of Riggins, Lewiston
and Whitebird, not to mention the entire Columbia River corridor.
Now, Midas plans to expand the mine, pushing deeper into the
mountainside than was previously thought cost-effective or even
possible.
Last spring, I read article after article from both sides of the coin.
Midas’s proposal to its stakeholders explains how this investment
would make them significant dividends. But to the most stringent
of conservation groups, the Stibnite mine at the headwaters of
the South Fork Salmon is anything but a clean-cut issue. An influx

of jobs lies to one side; loss of wilderness and possible further
negative impact on water quality lies on the other.
I wanted so badly to show appreciation for this place, to spread
the word about this river that I love so much. In order to save this
secret, I felt like we needed to tell more people about it.
Within 30 minutes of making phone calls, I had a dozen people
ready to rearrange their schedule to make the long trek to
Cascade, Idaho for an overnighter on the South Fork. Yes, the
rapids are amazing, but the camaraderie shared between this
team of paddlers is something special. Running past holes the size
of Greyhound buses stacked end to end reminded me of how small
I am.
Sitting around the fire after night one, trading stories and
sharing laughter, reminded me how trips into places like this
break down barriers between individuals more quickly than
any other experience I’ve found. Watching Hayden trying to set
up his tent during his first kayak self-support—a treat to himself
after graduating from high school only days earlier—with minor
struggle, not only made me laugh, but made me appreciate the
struggles and memories that should continue to be made in places
like this during adventures with friends.
The value in this place is measured in far more than what simply
lies beneath its soil. Putting a price on the South Fork Salmon is
unquantifiable. What is the intangible value of a place such as this?
The answer lies somewhere in the way that every person made
aware of this trip was willing to drop everything, drive through the
night and hop in the van.
Read the full story and check out the film on Duct Tape Diaries
at nrs.com/dtd

PIVOT DRYSUIT
Pivot Drysuits keep the business in the back and the party up front where it belongs. The rear-entry design
eliminates pressure points on the front of the suit, improves flexibility and reduces stress on the zipper. We’ve
positioned the TIZIP® MasterSeal closure so it’s easy to put on and zip up on your own. We’ve also added a front
relief zipper in the men’s suit and a zippered drop-seat in the women’s to make those riverside pit stops less
awkward. 4-layer Eclipse™ fabric, with its proprietary waterproof-breathable barrier and Nanosphere® DWR finish,
locks water out while letting moisture escape. [Imported]

Punch-through neoprene
neck and wrist overcuffs

Top-quality latex gaskets in
neck and wrists

Back-zipper entry

Dual-adjust neoprene waist
with kayak overskirt
Zippered drop-seat relief in
women’s model
TIZIP MasterSeal zipper
with protective flap

Heavy-duty panels
reinforce seat and knees

MEN’S PIVOT DRYSUIT
22536.01 | $989.95 | S-XXL

Hook-and-loop closures
on ankles

WOMEN’S PIVOT DRYSUIT
22537.01 | $989.95 | S-XL

Eclipse fabric socks
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Soaking in the solitude of the Tatshenshini River.
Joey Schusler
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FISHING

VARIAL HOODIE
10008.02 | $69.95 | S-XXL

FISHING TRUCKER HAT
12540.01 | $24.95 | Universal

SKELTON GLOVES
25038.01 | $19.95 | S/M, L/XL, XXL

H2OZONE NECK GAITER
10405.02 | $19.95 | Universal

MATIK INFLATABLE PFD
40080.01 | $149.95 | Universal

MEN’S LOLO PANTS
10151.01 | $99.95 | 30-40 and 33

H2OZONE SUN SLEEVES
10406.02 | $19.95 | S/M, L/XL
all styles imported
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NRS Fishing Team Member, Matthew Vann,
turns a redfish in Pointe aux Chenes, Louisiana.
JK Media
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Brendan Wells pauses to appreciate an Arctic
grayling before the release. Koktuli River, Alaska
Eric Parker
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FISHING

VERMILLION SHIRT
10007.03 | $89.95 | S-XXL

FISHING TRUCKER HAT
12540.01 | $24.95 | Universal

SIDEWINDER BIBS
20025.02 | $449.95 | S-XXL, GM, GL, GXXL

RAKU FISHING PFD
40074.01 | $149.95 | XS/M, L/XL, XL/XXL

FORECAST GLOVES
25040.01 | $44.95 | S-XXL

BACKWATER SHOES
30048.01 | $69.95 | 8-14
all styles imported
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CHINOOK

SHENOOK

Kayak anglers agree, no other fishing life jacket matches
the comfort and utility of the Chinook. With pockets for
all your tackle, attachment points for your tools and an
integrated rod holder, it’s not your average life jacket.

Sized and styled for women anglers,
the Shenook gives you the comfort and
functionality of the classic Chinook in a vest
you can call your own.

40009.04 | $119.95 | XS/M, L/XL, XL/XXL

40011.01 | $119.95 | XS/M, L/XL
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CHINOOK FISHING PFDs
Since its introduction in 2010, the Chinook has become the world’s most popular kayak fishing PFD. With unmatched
comfort and perfectly placed organization for your tackle and gadgets, the Chinook is more than a safety device—
it’s a tool that makes you more effective on the water. Now we’ve expanded the Chinook line to make it even more
useful for a wider range of anglers, adding the women’s Shenook and the offshore-oriented Chinook OS.

CHINOOK OS
The ultimate option for anglers venturing
offshore in pursuit of fish. The OS combines
classic Chinook comfort and utility with advanced
features for open-water safety and convenience.
40071.01 | $139.95 | XS/M, L/XL, XL/XXL
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Mesh back panel

Fishing the Unknowns of
Caddo Lake
Words by Hagen Patterson, photos by Shannon Vandivier

Caddo Lake straddles the northern tip of the Texas-Louisiana
border, with 25,400 acres of breathtaking terrain comprised of
open water, flooded timber swamps and wetland marsh. Home to
thousands of species of wildlife, it’s a hub of biodiversity. The lake
is named after the confederacy of several Southeastern Native
American tribes called the Caddoans—Caddo for short. They
historically inhabited much of what is now East Texas, Louisiana,
and smaller portions of Arkansas and Oklahoma.
Prominent Native American inhabitance on the lake has been traced
back for thousands of years, ending with their forced removal in
the mid-19th century, which was followed with steamboat ports for
a growing logging industry up until the early 1900s. In 1910, the
Gulf Refining Company completed the first over-water oil platform.
Drilling on and around the lake continued into the mid-1930s until
richer reserves were found elsewhere. Today, through newfound
consciousness of its ecological value, conservation efforts have
preserved the vast lake to exist as a wildlife refuge containing one
of the largest flooded cypress forests in North America.

Shortly after we had both wrapped up working internationally, my
buddy Shannon proposed an idea for a camping and fly-fishing trip
on Caddo Lake. I wanted in. That was a no brainer. But how would
we navigate the waterways? Did I need to fix the trailer to haul my
1993, 17-foot aluminum body Bass Tracker 314 miles from Austin to
the boat launch? Would we take canoes? An airboat? It sounded
like reaching the Texas wildlife management area location of our
prospective camp would be no easy task considering the dense
forest, stumps, deadfall, and submerged vegetation we had read
about. But Shannon had the perfect answer for all of my concerns—
NRS standup paddleboards.
We set a prospective date and invited two other friends. Caddo
Lake could certainly provide elements the four of us were drawn
to: fly fishing, primitive camping and friends seeking comfort in the
unknown.
A molten sun inched above the horizon as we approached
Uncertain, Texas. Sleep depravity tugged at our eyelids, but as the

rough outlines of towering cypress trees along the banks of Caddo
Lake were revealed, any thought of sleep dissipated.
The GPS directed us to drive a few more miles past town until
arriving at our boat ramp. The gravel road led to a creamy concrete
decline that disappeared into dark, shallow water. The only visible
clearing in the water led from the ramp to the snaking channel we
planned to follow. Other than that, the dense submerged cypress
forest blocked views of the lake in every direction. Spanish moss
draped the towering cypress timber, its delicate strands swaying
gently with the chilling breeze.
Old Texas license plates nailed to the trees marked the channel. In
a single file line, we paddled on with slow caution, ducking limbs
and pushing off of exposed roots. We used our paddles to move
Spanish moss to the side as we passed and every so often glided
into a spot where the sun’s rays reached the water to greet us with
warmth.

We really had no knowledge of Caddo Lake’s fishery, but we
embraced the challenge of fishing new water. It was more enjoyable
to be fly-fishing from a vessel like the Osprey and Heron due to
their stability, even with the motion of a fly cast and the weight of a
YETI cooler as a seat. In comparison to other kayaks, canoes, and
self-propelled watercraft, I had never fished with so much ease.
Heather and I caught chain pickerel, which was a first for both of
us. I didn’t even realize they were in the lake. Noah and Shannon
caught largemouth bass, which is much more up to speed with
what we fish for back home. In this isolated region of the lake, it’s
safe to presume these fish had never seen a fly before, and their
healthy condition and beauty was evident in inspection before a
speedy release. When the sun sank low and fell behind the wall
of cypress, we paddled to camp with anticipation for fire-cooked
dinner, small batch bourbon and more fishing in the morning.
Read the full story on Duct Tape Diaries at nrs.com/dtd

MEN’S NEOPRENE

HYDROSKIN® 1.5 JACKET
15037.02 | $129.95 | S-XXL

STORM HOOD
15047.01 | $54.95 | S-L

3/2 RADIANT WETSUIT
17279.03 | $229.95 | XS-3XL

HYDROSKIN® 0.5 SHORT-SLEEVE SHIRT
15001.06 | $84.95 | S-XXL

HYDROSKIN® 1.5 PANTS
15040.02 | $109.95 | S-XXL

HYDROSKIN® GLOVES
25014.03 | $39.95 | XS-XXL
all styles imported

nrs.com

| 36

Fall foliage tour on the Bitterroot River, Montana.
Noah Couser

nrs.com

| 37

Augsburg, Germany
Jens Klatt

MAKING NEOPRENE GREENER
• Terraprene™ is made with limestone and recycled
rubber tires
• Water-based adhesives eliminate harmful volatile
organic compounds
• Dope-dyed yarns save water while reducing
energy consumption and pollution
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WOMEN’S NEOPRENE

HYDROSKIN® 1.5 JACKET

HYDROSKIN® HELMET LINER

3.0 ULTRA JANE WETSUIT

15039.02 | $129.95 | XS-XXL

15045.01 | $24.95 | S-L

17274.03 | $199.95 | XS-XXL

HYDROSKIN® 0.5 CAPRIS

HYDROSKIN® 0.5 LONG-SLEEVE SHIRT

15017.04 | $94.95 | XS-XL

15004.04 | $99.95 | XS-XXL

MAXIM GLOVES
25039.03 | $59.95 | XS-XXL
all styles imported
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Nor’easter swell on the New England Coast.
David Spiegel
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COMFORT FROM THE INSIDE OUT
When designing our newest generation of NRS wetsuits, we started where comfort begins—on the inside. Checked-fleece
lining and low-profile taped seams eliminate clamminess and irritation, and four-way-stretch PowerSpan™ neoprene enhances
flexibility. We use different thicknesses of neoprene in the core and extremities to optimize warmth and mobility, and we
spare no detail in the fit and finish of these suits. Available in 4/3 mm and 3/2 mm models for women and men. [Imported]

Fully taped low-profile
seams

Easy-to-use zippered
butterfly entry

Precision-placed seams for
comfort and mobility

Stretchy Fuse Cut™ cuffs
and edges

4-way-stretch PowerSpan
neoprene
Quick-drying checked
VaporLoft™ lining

ToughTex™ padding on
wrists, ankles and knees

MEN’S RADIANT 4/3
17281.02 | $279.95 | XS-3XL

WOMEN’S RADIANT 4/3
17282.02 | $279.95 | XS-XXL

YOUTH

NEOPRENE JACKET
15011.02 | $59.95 | YS, YM, YL

RASHGUARD
10036.03 | $29.95 | YS, YM, YL, YXL

VISTA YOUTH PFD
40006.02 | $64.95 | Youth

NEOPRENE PANTS
15014.02 | $47.95 | YS, YM, YL

SHORTY
17263.02 | $54.95 | 3T, 4T, YXS, YS, YM, YL, YXL
all styles imported
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Will work for juice boxes.
Jenni Chaffin
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RETRO TRUCKER HAT
12541.01 | $24.95

NRS PRIDE HAT
12542.01 | $24.95

DAD HAT
12546.01 | $24.95

FISHING TRUCKER HAT
12540.01 | $24.95

FISHING TRUCKER HAT
12540.01 | $24.95

RIVER HAT
12543.01 | $24.95

5-PANEL HAT

PARKS HAT

12544.01 | $29.95

12545.01 | $24.95

BADGE HAT

RETRO TRUCKER HAT

12547.01 | $24.95

12541.01 | $24.95

RIVER HAT

NRS PRIDE HAT

12543.01 | $24.95

12542.01 | $24.95
all styles imported
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Après SUP libations at the Bitter Root Brewery. Hamilton, Montana
Noah Couser

NRS PRIDE HAT
12542.01 | $24.95

RETRO TRUCKER HAT
12541.01 | $24.95

DAD HAT

BADGE HAT

12546.01 | $24.95

12547.01 | $24.95

5-PANEL HAT

NRS RIVER HAT

12544.01 | $29.95

nrs.com
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THROW BAGS

STANDARD THROW BAG

COMPACT THROW BAG

WEDGE THROW BAG

45103.01 | $64.95

45100.01 | $59.95

45105.01 | $54.95

RETRO THROW BAG

GUARDIAN THROW BAG

PRO GUARDIAN THROW BAG

45098.01 | $59.95

45107.02 | $79.95

45108.02 | $99.95

PRO COMPACT THROW BAG

PRO STANDARD THROW BAG

NFPA THROW BAG

45101.01 | $99.95

45102.01 | $129.95

45104.01 | $80.95

nrs.com
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TITANIUM PILOT KNIFE

WINGMAN KNIFE

CO-PILOT KNIFE

CAPTAIN RESCUE KNIFE

GREEN KNIFE

47301.02 | $129.95

47306.01 | $39.95

47303.02 | $49.95

47307.02 | $44.95

47308.01 | $39.95

nrs.com
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NEKO KNIFE; BLUNT TIP

PILOT KNIFE; CAMO

NEKO KNIFE; POINTED TIP

VOSS KNIFE

47310.01 | $49.95

47300.02 | $59.95

47311.01 | $49.95

47309.01 | $39.95

nrs.com
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Still River, Silent Jungle
Words by Kira Tenney, photos by Hayley Stuart and Kalob Grady

Huddled under a tarp in the near-deafening rain on the banks of the
Tuichi River gorge in the Bolivian Amazon, the international team
of kayakers and rafters listened intently to the graceful, yet potent
voice of the one woman on the expedition who calls the Tuichi
home. With an air of otherworldliness in her sense of humility and
responsibility to this place, the hazy view of the rising river sparked
a catalyst for her story.
Ruth Alipaz Cuqui was born to the indigenous river community of
San José de Uchupiamonas in 1967. After elementary school, Ruth
travelled by herself to La Paz to work as a nanny for a year. She
returned to San José but soon left to become the first woman to
attend and graduate high school and, later, the first person from
her community to attend and graduate university. This was a feat in
and of itself, but on top of her studies, Ruth juggled life as a single
mother and worked to support her extended family.
There are pieces of Ruth’s experiences that prove life isn’t fair,
and sometimes it can be immensely unjust and cruel. But Ruth’s
smile beams genuinely. Today, she’s married with two children,
the founder and owner of the ecotourism business Bird Bolivia,
a founding leader of women’s training at the world-famous,
indigenous, community-owned Chalalan Ecolodge, and an
unwavering advocate for free-flowing rivers and their integral role
in the health of local communities throughout the Amazon and the
world. She is selfless and fearless, and in late May 2018, for the first
time in her 51 years, Ruth embarked on a multiday raft and kayak
trip down the telltale rapids of her and her people’s river, the Tuichi.
The Tuichi flows into the Beni River, where the initial series of dams
is proposed. The first dam would displace 12 entire indigenous
communities and flood key unique ecosystems of Madidi National
Park.
To the locals, the Tuichi is sacred—a source of food, water, home,
habitat, spirits and life. To the world, the Tuichi river is the main artery
of Bolivia’s Madidi National Park, a majestic realm encompassing
everything from 20,000 foot snow-capped Andes peaks to thick
Amazonian jungle. The New York Times recently named Madidi as
perhaps the most diverse protected area on earth. When taking
into account that Madidi is a relatively unstudied park, scientists
estimate it could be home to at least 11,395 species.
Ruth still remembers travelling the 150 kilometers down the riffles

and flats of the Tuichi from San José to Rurrenabaque with her
grandfather on a homemade wooden raft when she was a kid. A
couple of times a year, they would make their way to the trade city
of Rurre with goods from the forest and trade them for soap, fabric,
and salt. After selling their wooden raft and paddle, they would trek
for nine days, carrying all of the purchased goods back to San José
through the jungle, machete-ing along the faint and sporadic path,
only to do it all over again in a couple of months.
Well-aware of multiple recent dam failures in Colombia and Laos,
Ruth questions the proposed project in terms of its cost, pay-back,
where the power is going, who will benefit and who will be harmed
by the project, and the feasibility of its long-term functionality. The
Tuichi and Beni, like many Amazon rivers, carry immense sediment
loads, which could easily clog infrastructure after a mere couple
of years. As Ruth has learned more about rafting and kayaking,
she’s become extremely interested in the potential of whitewater
ecotourism development in the area and how it could benefit local
communities while maintaining the health of the river.
On the third day of our expedition, the team carved out a camp in
the thick vegetation that lines the mouth of the infamous Puerta del
Sol Rapid at the entrance of the Tuichi canyon. The night before,
the team held a ceremony, pouring alcohol over coca leaves,
and offering the opportunity for all team members to ask for safe
passage through the rapids that rumbled downstream. In the
morning, a cloud layer settled low at the top of the canopy, slowly
releasing a steady drizzle.
At the mouth of the gorge, the rain continued relentlessly all day as
the team took turns waving socks and layers over the smoke of the
stifled fire. Monitoring a makeshift stick gauge all day, we drifted
off to bed to wake up to a slight drop in water. But the rain had
stopped, and everyone began packing up.
The sun burned away the clouds and radiated into the steep
canyon walls. Waves raged in non-stop rapids corner after corner.
As with many river days, no one could quite describe it afterward,
but Ruth may have done it best. “I want my kids to experience what
I just experienced. And my community, and—everyone—it was,”
she shakes her head with her bright eyes and big smile, “increíble.”
Read the full story on Duct Tape Diaries at nrs.com/dtd and look for the
Still River, Silent Jungle film coming in late 2019.

INTRODUCING TOBATEX™ by NRS
After years of research and development, we have
successfully removed traditional PVC materials from all new
production of NRS dry bags. Using advanced manufacturing
processes and our newly formulated TobaTex fabric, we
have eliminated harmful plasticizers found in ordinary
PVC while continuing to deliver the rugged waterproof
performance you expect from NRS.

Surviving the morning commute. Yampa River, Utah
Danny Schmidt

nrs.com
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DRY BAGS & STORAGE

BILL’S BAG
There’s no such thing as overkill when it comes to keeping your clothes and gear dry on the river. Our latest
edition of the legendary Bill’s Bag features virtually indestructible aluminum hardware and a comfortable,
removable backpack harness—and we build it with our super tough, and more eco-friendly, TobaTex™ material.

Fold-down closure secures
with four straps

Adjustable, removable backpack
harness with padded shoulder
straps

Heavy-duty construction;
21 oz. body, 34 oz. bottom

Aluminum fasteners for
long-lasting durability

65L BILL’S BAG

110L BILL’S BAG

55012.02 | $129.95

55010.02 | $149.95

nrs.com
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Soca River, Slovenia
Stefan Leitner
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HIGH ROLL DUFFEL
Our High Roll Duffels deliver the same rugged dependability as our legendary Bill’s Bags, but in a
duffel-style design that makes packing your gear, and finding it later, easy.
55024.02 | 35L – 12” dia x 20”H | $109.95
70L – 14” dia x 28”H | $129.95
105L – 16” dia x 32”H | $149.95

Watertight StormStrip™
closure

Rugged aluminum
hardware

Multiple handles and
attachment points

21 oz. TobaTex™

EXPEDITION DUFFEL
With room for all the clothes you’ll need for a weekend, a week or a month, the Expedition Duffel
makes quick work of the daily pack-and-repack routine. A TIZIP® MasterSeal waterproof zipper
seals out water and makes opening and closing the bag a breeze.
55038.01 | 35L – 12” dia x 20”H | $179.95
70L – 14” dia x 28”H | $199.95
105L – 16” dia x 32”H | $249.95

Waterproof TIZIP
MasterSeal zipper

Rugged aluminum
hardware

Multiple handles and
attachment points

Durable 21 oz. material

nrs.com
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ETHER DRY SACKS
Roll-down closure with D-ring

A lightweight, durable solution for keeping gear and clothing
dry outdoors.
55028.01 |

Durable mid-weight ripstop nylon

Envelope shape for easy stowing

nrs.com
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2L – 4.5" dia x 8"H
3L – 5" dia x 10"H
5L – 6" dia x 11"H
10L – 7.5" dia x 14"H
15L – 8.5" dia x 16.5"H
25L – 10" dia x 20"H
35L – 11" dia x 22.5"H

|
|
|
|
|
|
|

$25.95
$26.95
$29.95
$34.95
$36.95
$39.95
$49.95

Channel Islands, California
Ben Herndon

100% waterproof HydroLock zip seal

ETHER HYDROLOCK DRY SACKS
Zip-seal closure for extra protection plus a clear urethane
window to help you find items inside.
55034.01 |

Durable mid-weight ripstop nylon

Clear window for viewing contents

Envelope shape for easy stowing

nrs.com
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2L – 4.5" dia x 8"H
3L – 5" dia x 10"H
5L – 6" dia x 11"H
10L – 7.5" dia x 14"H
15L – 8.5" dia x 16.5"H
25L – 10" dia x 20"H
35L – 11" dia x 22.5"H

|
|
|
|
|
|
|

$29.95
$32.95
$34.95
$39.95
$44.95
$49.95
$54.95

PUREST TRAVEL DUFFEL
When far-flung adventures beckon and light-and-fast is the name of the game, the versatile Purest Travel has your
back, literally. This featherweight duffel’s triple-threat straps serve as handles, a shoulder sling, or—when you need
to dash for a train or away from an overzealous campground host—backpack straps. Three large zippered pockets
hold your toiletries and tchotchkes, and the bag compresses into the side pocket when it’s time to stow and go.

PUREST TRAVEL DUFFEL
54991.01 | 40L – 24”L x 14”W x 11”H | $109.95
		 60L – 28”L x 15”W x 12”H | $139.95
		 90L – 34”L x 16”W x 13”H | $159.95

Sling mode

nrs.com
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Backpack mode

PUREST MESH DUFFEL
Durable mesh panels allow wet gear to breathe on the drive home from the takeout,
helping fight the dreaded funk.
55003.02 | 40L – 24”L x 14”W x 11”H | $44.95
60L – 28”L x 15”W x 12”H | $49.95
90L – 34”L x 16”W x 13”H | $54.95

Mesh panels let wet gear
breathe
Zippered side pocket

Padded shoulder
strap
Rugged honeycomb nylon

Space-efficient
rectangular base

PUREST BASE DUFFEL
Your go-everywhere, do-everything, tough-as-nails duffel for Class V travels between
airports, rickshaws and riverside camps.
54990.01 | 40L – 24”L x 14”W x 11”H | $59.95
		 60L – 28”L x 15”W x 12”H | $69.95
		 90L – 34”L x 16”W x 13”H | $79.95

Rugged honeycomb
nylon

Zippered side pocket

Padded shoulder
strap

Space-efficient
rectangular base

nrs.com
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A Glamorous SUP Trip Through the Bitterroot Valley
Words and photos by Noah Couser

I went to school in Missoula, Montana for
four long years and am slightly embarrassed
to admit that I’ve never paddled any stretch
of the beautiful Bitterroot River. Two years
ago, during a fall photo shoot in the Bitterroot
Valley, the backdrop of thick evergreens
dappled with turning maple, aspen and
cottonwood trees blew me away. I vowed
to redeem my wasted years of college
by spending a few days on this gorgeous
river. I twisted the arms of two friends, and
we picked a weekend with decent-looking
weather for our “glupping” adventure
(glamorous SUP’ing).
So many of my paddleboard schemes have
so much inherent risk and danger that I

often don’t sleep much in the days building
up to the launch. This trip promised to be
the opposite. Relatively chill water, beautiful
colors, cush camper living, hot meals and
cold beer.
We layered the neoprene on thick and shoved
off into the frigid water. Our goal was a scenic
little stretch of the Bitterroot from Angler’s
Roost to Kiwanis Park in Hamilton. My wife
and son planned to meet us (and shuttle) for a
tasty meal downtown. With the water so low,
we navigated downriver easily, and what few
obstacles arose, we avoided without much
thought. But the biting north wind prevented
us from shedding any layers and kept our
fingers in a constant state of tingly.

Sometimes when you’re paddling, especially
when the weather is rough, you lose yourself
in the head-down-one-more-stroke rhythm
and forget to really look around. Case in
point: distracted by the blinding yellow blaze
of the cottonwood leaves, we almost paddled
right up on a huge bull moose. We crept
toward the giant bull as he feasted on willow
branches on river right. Pulling over on river
left, we watched the awesome animal chow
down from a safe distance, snapped some
photos, and continued on our way.
The combination of the fresh snow on the
jagged Bitterroot peaks paired with the deep
hues of the fall foliage made for quite a visual
treat as we floated into Kiwanis Park. We

quickly loaded up gear and headed directly
to Bitter Root Brewing, which came highly
recommended by some Missoula friends. With
an array of options, there’s something on the
menu to refuel the spent calories of a day’s
paddle. And to top it off, this small Montanan
brewery crafts some delicious beers using
Montana grown and malted Barley as the base
for all of them.
Live bluegrass soundtracked our evening until
my two-year-old son, Caleb, insisted he had
had enough of the brewery, and we needed to
leave immediately to have “wood-fire.” A toasty
riverside campfire, some dark chocolate, and
Caleb’s constant entertainment took us deep
into the evening.
More snow on the ground welcomed us
the next morning, but the weather forecast

promised sunshine to come. Over another
wood-fire, we decided to head deeper into the
Bitterroot Valley to a put-in just south of Darby.
This stretch of river had considerably
more obstacles. A few sweeping corners
threatened to shove us into strainers, and
a handful of sleeper rocks could easily pick
off an unsuspecting SUP’er. There were two
mandatory portages around some pretty gnarly
logjams, but thankfully the current flowed
slowly enough that it was relatively easy to
make the ferry to shore when needed. While
enjoying our picnic lunch and a couple of
Double Haul IPAs, we watched as the morning
clouds clinging to the mountain peaks began to
dissipate. If you’ve never stared at the Bitterroot
Mountains while thin white clouds peeled away
from the peaks, it’s pretty mesmerizing. We sat

in silence, sipping beer and soaking up muchneeded Vitamin D.
Exploring Montana is kind of like picking
huckleberries. At first pass, you snag the largest
and easiest berries to grab, but the deeper you
dig, the more you keep discovering. There are
so many miles of un-paddled river, unseen
peaks, and corners of the wilderness just
waiting to be found.
Read the full story on Duct Tape Diaries at
nrs.com/dtd

SUP LINE

PERFORMANCE MEETS CONVENIENCE
Our inflatable SUP line makes choosing the perfect board for your adventures easy with
purpose-built models for every aspect of the sport—from touring to whitewater to fishing. No
matter who you are and where you paddle—mountain lakes, wild rivers, urban estuaries or
the Alaskan Coast—there’s an NRS SUP just right for you. We build our boards with the most
advanced materials, components and construction methods, and we back each one with our
industry-best 3-year warranty.
Leafield A9 pressure relief
valve prevents overinflation
EVA deck pad is textured
for grip and comfort
Exclusive Axis Technology™
increases stiffness
High-tenacity core allows
20 psi air pressure

Reinforced rail
seals and protects
Three-layer construction
delivers superior durability

SUP TRAVEL PACK
Our exclusive SUP Travel Pack
conveniently holds your board and
accessories for easy transport and
storage. Each board comes with
everything you need to get on the water:
• Interchangeable fins
• High-pressure pump for easy inflation
• Pressure gauge
• Repair kit

nrs.com
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Sweet sunset on the Bitterroot River, Montana.
Noah Couser
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ALL-AROUND

THRIVE
A board for the do-it-all paddler, Thrive series SUPs are equally adept at touring, fitness paddling and light river
running with the stability to help any novice feel at ease. Make every weekend memorable with an inflatable SUP
that can handle any adventure.

THRIVE 9.10
9'10"L x 30"W x 5"T | 229 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 90-180 lbs.
86128.02 | $995.00

THRIVE 10.3

THRIVE 10.8

10'3"L x 32"W x 5"T | 253 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 110-200 lbs.
86128.02 | $1,095.00

nrs.com

10'8"L x 34"W x 6"T | 350 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 150-250 lbs.
86128.02 | $1,195.00
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THRIVE 11
11'L x 36"W x 6"T | 380 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 175-275 lbs.
86128.02 | $1,295.00

TOURING

ESCAPE
Built for going fast and going far, Escape series SUPs deliver the efficiency for after-work
attainment paddles and the carrying capacity for overnight tours.

ESCAPE 11.6
11’6” L x 32” W x 6” D | 326 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 100-250 lbs.
86126.02 | $1,245.00

ESCAPE 12.6
12’6” L x 30” W x 6” D | 335 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 100-250 lbs.
86126.02 | $1,295.00

nrs.com
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ESCAPE 14.0
14' L x 29” W x 6” D | 363 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 100-250 lbs.
86126.02 | $1,345.00

Sparks Lake, Oregon
Ben Herndon

nrs.com
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RIVER RUNNING

QUIVER
Stable and responsive, Quiver series boards are shaped with a wide deck and extra rocker
for charging rapids, carving eddy turns and styling ferries. Whether you're looking to step
up your whitewater game or just getting started, the Quiver elevates any river-running
experience.

QUIVER 9.8
9’8” L x 36” W x 6” D | 325 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 130-250 lbs.
86134.02 | $1,195.00

QUIVER 10.4
10’4” L x 35” W x 6” D | 355 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 130-250 lbs.
86134.02 | $1,295.00

nrs.com
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Will Stauffer-Norris on the Deschutes River, Oregon.
Ben Herndon
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PARK AND PLAY

WHIP
Designed to surf and carve like no other inflatable board, the Whip is rounder, shorter and
features a surf-style fin and tail configuration. The Whip is a favorite among local whitewater
park shredders, park-and-play purists and downriver paddlers who like to play on their way
to the takeout.

WHIP 7.8
7’8” L x 33” W x 5” D | 198 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 100-150 lbs.
86132.02 | $1,095.00

WHIP 8.4
8'4” L x 34” W x 5” D | 223 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 100-180 lbs.
86132.02 | $1,145.00

nrs.com
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Aaron Koch takes his new Whip out for a creekside
joy ride. Elkhorn Creek, Kentucky
Scott Martin
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FISHING

OSPREY
Equipped with all the features of a fishing kayak, the Osprey SUP gives anglers the ultimate platform for sighting fish and
pinpointing casts. Designed for maximum stability and utility for anglers, the Osprey includes three accessory mounts,
bungee rigging up front and daisy-chain rigging behind the paddler for tying down your tackle bag or milk crate.

OSPREY
10'8" L x 36" W x 6" D | 370 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 100-275 lbs.
86137.02 | $1,295.00

HERON
With twin 7” diameter side chambers and a spacious rectangular deck, the Heron gives you room to land hard-fighting fish
and the carrying capacity for your tackle, tools and cooler. Daisy-chain rigging easily secures your cooler or tackle bag
behind you. We also include three accessory mounts and bungee rigging up front.

HERON
11' L x 39" W x 7" D tubes | 325 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 100-300 lbs.
86138.02 | $1,595.00

nrs.com
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Robert Field stalks the swamps of
Lake Martin, Louisiana.
JK Media
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YOGA

MAYRA
Featuring a smooth foam deck for yoga comfort and a sleek shape for paddling efficiency, the women-specific Mayra is
just as ready for sunrise stretches as it is for laps around the lake. Up the intensity of your yoga practice—just add water.

MAYRA
10’4” L x 34” W x 5” D | 280 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 100-220 lbs.
86113.06 | $1,095.00

YOUTH

AMP
If you’re raising rippers, they’ll need a board that’s built right for them. The Amp is perfect for youths looking to
challenge themselves and have fun on the water, whether it’s off the end of the dock, at the whitewater park, or on your
next river trip.

AMP
9'2" L x 29" W x 4" D | 173 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 50-120 lbs.
86139.01 | $895.00

nrs.com
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SUP FINS
NRS gives you more options to customize your board’s performance with a range of fins designed for specific
uses. Each is compatible with any NRS SUP and we build them with rugged nylon-reinforced plastic.

WHITEWATER FIN

ALL-WATER FIN

TOURING FIN

GRASS FIN

86166.01 | $13.95

86167.01 | $15.95

86169.01 | $17.95

86168.01 | $17.95

nrs.com
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RUSH SUP PADDLE

QUEST SUP PADDLE

PTS SUP PADDLE

Fiberglass construction for rugged dependability
and lightweight efficiency. Quick-lock ferrule for
easy length adjustment from 68"-86".

This lightweight paddle combines durability with
performance at a price that won’t break the bank.
Easily adjusts from 68"-86".

A sturdy aluminum shaft and high-impact plastic
blade make the PTS a great economical paddle for
recreational paddlers.

77116.01 | 1-piece | $169.95

77119.01 | 1-Piece | $129.95

77112.01 | 72"-81" | $79.95

77121.01 | 3-piece | $189.95

77120.01 | 3-Piece | $149.95

77112.01 | 79"-91" | $79.95

SUP LEASH

QUICK-RELEASE SUP LEASH

12' COIL LEASH

Perfect for stand up paddle surfing, the SUP
Leash features a comfortable calf strap and
polyurethane non-coil flexible line. Two in-line
swivels for tangle-free performance.

Lets you safely leash your board for river SUP
without an expensive rescue PFD.

50009.02 | $39.95

50008.03 | $59.95

50010.01 | 8' Leash | $24.95
50010.01 | 10' Leash | $29.95

ZEPHYR INFLATABLE LIFE JACKET

SUPER PUMP

Lightweight, inflatable protection that stays around your waist until you need it. Inflates to 15.5 lbs. flotation.
40037.02 | Universal | $119.95

24G CO2 RE-ARMING KIT

Inflate stand-up paddle boards and other
high-pressure craft with this easy-to-use hand
pump. Inflates up to 20 psi. Pressure gauge
and adapters included.
80016.02 | $49.95

40100.01 | $7.95

nrs.com
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OUR STORIES, OUR RIVERS
Three years ago, NRS and American Rivers kicked off a campaign to celebrate last year’s 50th anniversary of the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act. Together, we set a goal to collect 5,000 personal river stories and to protect 5,000 new miles of Wild and Scenic Rivers.
It was ambitious, maybe crazy, but with your help we proved it wasn’t impossible. Thanks to river lovers across the nation who
shared stories, signed petitions and pestered their representatives, we raised a powerful voice in defense of our rivers.

5,000 stories. 5,000 miles.

One unified voice for Wild and Scenic Rivers.
50
Years since passage of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, one of
our most important laws for protecting America’s rivers.
5,000
Number of personal river stories collected at 5000miles.org
and events around the country.
10,000
Signatures gathered in support of Wild and Scenic Rivers.
5
US Senators and Representatives attending a Wild and Scenic
Rivers celebration in Washington, DC. Including: Senator Tom
Udal of New Mexico; Senator Ron Wyden of Oregon; Senator
Maria Cantwell of Washington; Representative Kurt Schrader
of Oregon; and Representative Donald McEachin of Virginia.

600
Miles of new Wild and Scenic River designations included in
the Natural Resources Management Act passed by the U.S.
Senate in February 2019.
1,000
Additional miles of Wild and Scenic designations pending in
Congress.
1,000
Miles of Wild and Scenic River protections that state-level
grassroots campaigns are advancing throughout the U.S.

20
Miles of Montana’s East Rosebud Creek newly protected
under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, the first new Wild and
Scenic River designation in Montana since 1976.
1,216
New Wild and Scenic River Administrative Protections
authorized by the U.S. Forest Service.

Celebrating Wild and Scenic Rivers with lawmakers and river champions in
Washington, DC.

Grave Creek Falls, Rogue River, Oregon
Thomas O’Keefe/American Whitewater
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