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Free z-drag refresher course
on the Snake River, OR.
Erik Boomer

Born on the river,
ready for whatever.
Almost no river trip comes off without
a hitch. It’s always something–a flat
tire, a bungled shuttle, unexpected
weather, flips, swims, or mischievous
wildlife. We here at NRS have
withstood more than our share
of river snafus. We know that no
amount of preparation can prevent
the inevitable and that responding
to unforeseen challenges is half the
point.
Still, we do our best to make sure
that gear failures and wardrobe
malfunctions are not part of the
excitement on your next adventure.
Behind the pretty pictures in the
pages to follow are countless hours
spent fretting over design, materials,
components and construction on
everything from a pair of gloves to a
27-foot Grand Canyon gear boat.
Today, the equipment and apparel
we build gets used far beyond
the river—on oceans and lakes, in
mountains and deserts, for traveling
the world and just kicking around
town—but the approach we take
hasn’t wavered. If it passes the river
test, it’s ready for anything.
“Born on the river, ready for
whatever” is more than just a
tagline. It’s the concept behind
every product we make. It’s also a
philosophy we hope you’ll keep in
mind next time—and there will be a
next time—things go haywire on the
water.

NEW for 2020
REVISED or NEW COLOR for 2020

MEN’S SUP
Sun, heat, blisters, abrasion—don’t
let them plague your next SUP
adventure. Our technical layering
apparel is specifically designed
for paddling performance with
quick-drying, sun-protective fabrics
and friction-free seams. Complete
your kit with the proper lid, gloves,
footwear and flotation for a safe
and fun experience on the water.

NRS BADGE HAT
12547.01 | $24.95

H2CORE™ SILKWEIGHT SHIRT
10114.04 | $44.95 | S-XXL

BOATER’S GLOVES
25005.06 | $29.95 | XS-XXL

ZEPHYR INFLATABLE PFD
40037.01 | $99.95 | Universal

BENNY BOARD SHORT
10141.04 | $64.95 | 30-40, 33

CHACO Z/1 CLASSIC SANDALS
34034.01 | $105.00 | 8-13

all styles imported

nrs.com

| 4

Andrew Koch soaks in the rare
autumn sun on Lake Superior, MI.
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Aaron Black-Schmidt

WOMEN’S SUP
It’s mid-July and the only to-do on
your weekend list is ‘go paddle.’
The plan: dawn patrol with a
canteen of coffee, strap your SUP
to your back with sandwiches in
your day bag, hike into that remote
lake, paddle and explore until your
internal happy hour clock has you
dreaming of a Hazy IPA. A plan like
that calls for versatile apparel with
lightweight, breathable fabrics that
dry quickly and offer sun protection.

NRS RIVER HAT
12543.01 | $24.95

H2CORE™ SHORT-SLEEVE RASHGUARD
10020.07 | $44.95 | XS-XL

NINJA PFD
40013.04 | $129.95 | S/M, L/XL, XXL

BEDA BOARD SHORT
10142.04 | $59.95 | 4-16

VIBE SHOES
30047.01 | $74.95 | 6-11

MIGHTYLIGHT DRY SACK
55037.02 | $19.95-$39.95 | 3L-35L

all styles imported
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1,000 vertical feet and a 67 percent decline make for a
tiring but beautiful SUPventure on Upper Gospel Lake, ID.
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Neal Wassmuth

A Rafting Adventure in the
Maine Wilderness
Words and photos by Scott Martin

I had been pining for this trip for years—
literally. 18 months ago, in a desperate
attempt to ward off the cold and darkness of
winter in northeast Pennsylvania, I cranked
up the fire as I poured over maps, YouTube
videos and Google Earth views of Baxter
State Park and Katahdin Woods and Waters
National Monument (KWW). A singular blue
line—the West Branch of The Penobscot—
piqued my interest most.
Conflicting schedules and other misfortunate
variables had already skunked a previously
planned trip. Another year passed. With
a new game plan in mind, I jumped on
a call with good friends and local Maine
adventurers, Cait and Corey. If anyone could
make this trip happen, Cait and Corey could.
After listening to an overview of my plan, they
were on board.
By the time spring had passed and summer
was on the verge of fall, I’d convinced

Mikey, a Penobscot local, to join the crew as
our guide. Cati’s brother and his girlfriend
planned to join us too.
The day finally arrives to head to the river.
We make the long drive to the Big Eddy
Campground. Stoke is high as we all scramble
to set up our tents, inflate the raft and light
the campfire before we crack open a cold
Allagash River Trip beer. Mikey brings us up
to date on the water levels. “High release!”
he says and begins to educate the first timers
on what to expect as the beer flows and the
banter begins.
The next day is a stunning blue bird. Jittery
nerves awaken as we near the put-in and
remember there’s no warming up for the first
rapid, Exterminator, which with the higher
flows will be full on. On the way, we pull
over and walk to the cliff edge for a quick
roadside scout of the large rapid. Scouting
from above always makes me more nervous,
as everything is two-dimensional. We take a long
look as the water moves furiously through the
gorge.
When we reach the put-in, I carry my boat to the
edge of the river. I’m in my own kayak, not sure
this is a good thing or not. My kayak and I are
playing dual roles: safety and photographer. I
spend a few minutes paddling around the eddy
while the raft crew takes a quick refresher course
on paddle strokes, high sides and learning Mikey’s
commands. I peel out of the eddy, and the current
quickly picks up speed. Suddenly, I’m in the
meat of the whitewater and heading straight for
Exterminator.
Riding the crest of the waves, I start to make out
the hole I need to avoid and pray I’m still on the
line I chose from the above scout. My paddle
grip loosens with relief once I find myself on line,
skirting the side of Exterminator. As my kayak
shoots past the rapid, I peer into the trough of the
hole and realize it’s way bigger and gnarlier than
I expected! I hit the eddy and pull out my camera
for the raft’s turn.
nrs.com
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The raft crew is paddling at full speed, but
their trajectory looks like they could potentially
drop right into the violent hole. Mikey digs his
paddle into the whitewater, turns the raft a
few degrees to the left, lines it up with the left
lateral wave and yells for the crew to “paddle
hard!” The raft climbs the wave and smashes
into the side of the hole; water crashes up
from the hit. The impact throws Corey into the
middle of the raft, but he climbs back onto the
front side tube and joins the forward strokes.
I’ve fired off a number of photos and hear the
crew yell in excitement.
We float down the Ripogenus Gorge and take
in its wild beauty—dark green trees tower over
us from the rim of the gorge. Its dark walls
remind me a little of the Batoka Gorge on the
Zambezi River. We float into our next rapid,
Crib Works, one of the better-known rapids on
the Penobscot, and possibly in the Northeast.
By now the crew has found its stride, and
confidence is high post-Exterminator. Mikey
effortlessly navigates the raft through the long
rapid.

With the two biggest rapids of the section
behind us, we spend the rest of the day
floating the river toward Mount Katadhin in
the far distance. Signs of late summer—deep
greens with a few reddening maples sprinkled
throughout the northern woods—line the
river. The rapids turn to longer wave trains
with languid pools in between. Mikey spots a
white sand beach and pulls into the big eddy.
Brittany grabs the snacks and drinks as we
peel out of our wet gear.
We spend the next two hours playing games
on the beach, the only group of people in
sight—an advantage of being so far north.
The sun clings to the waning day when we
decide to get back on the raft and run the last
two rapids. We arrive at the take-out happily
exhausted and load up the boats and wet
gear. It’s only a 20-minute drive back to Big
Eddy Campground where we pitch our tents
for another night to wrap up a solid weekend
adventure in the Maine wilderness.
nrs.com
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Read Scott’s full feature from the Penobscot River on
Duct Tape Diaries.

Training the next generation on the sticks.
Selway River, ID.
Neal Wassmuth
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MEN’S RAFTING
From the moment the sun peaks
over the canyon rim to the second
it dips back behind, dressing for
success in the sun, wind and waves
makes all the difference between a
good or great day on the river. NRS
gear and apparel is purpose-built to
function as a system, giving you the
comfort and functionality you need
to stay on your game from coffee
time to cocktail hour.

NRS PRIDE HAT
12542.01 | $24.95

SHORT-SLEEVE GUIDE SHIRT
10011.02 | $69.95 | S-3XL

OSO PFD
40072.01 | $109.95 | XS/M, L/XL, XL/XXL

LOLO SHORT
10150.01 | $69.95 | 30-40, 33

VIBE SHOES
30046.01 | $74.95 | 8-13

PUREST MESH DUFFEL
55003.02 | $44.95-$54.95 | 40L, 60L, 90L

all styles imported
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WOMEN’S RAFTING
Multiday rafting is hard work. Between
the hot springs and happy hour, you’ve
got hours of pushing the sticks to hit
your line and cover miles. And then
there’s the de-rig, the camp set-up, the
firewood hunt and, ugh, groover duty.
Boaters need gear and apparel that’s
built to handle long days on the water
and under the sun, side hikes in the
canyon and riverside lifestylin’.

SMITH GUIDE’S CHOICE SUNGLASSES
13533.01 | $179.00-$189.00

TULA GARDENER HAT
13002.01 | $31.95 | S/M, L/XL

LONG-SLEEVE GUIDE SHIRT
10013.02 | $79.95 | XS-XXL

BOATER’S GLOVES
25006.05 | $29.95 | XS-XL

NORA PFD
40073.01 | $109.95 | XS/M, L/XL, XL/XXL

GUIDE SHORT
10147.02 | $64.95 | 4-16

CHACO Z/2 CLASSIC SANDALS
30432.01 | $105.00 | 6-10

all styles imported
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“‘Rig to flip’ is just an expression,”
said every river guide ever.
Jacob Boling
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THE CLUTCHEST COVER-UP
A day on the river is a day spent adjusting to different activities and changing conditions. You’re in the water, you’re
out of the water. You’re rowing, you’re cooking, you’re chasing down a runaway tent. The sun is out… now it’s behind a
cloud. Your river wardrobe needs to be as adaptable as you, and that’s where the Silkweight Hoodie Dress comes in.
It’s sun protection when you need it, an extra layer when you want it, and a convenient cover-up when the boats
hit the beach and the clinky drinks come out.

H2CORE™ SILKWEIGHT HOODIE DRESS
10112.01 | $74.95 | XS-XL
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Unloading for night one at Killer Goat
Beach. Lower Salmon River, ID.
Erik Boomer

Canoeing and Childlike Wonder on Scotland’s Tay River
Words by Carmen Kuntz, photos by Jens Klatt

Tiptoeing over mud puddles and dancing
between trickling streams, we’re fighting to
keep our feet dry while portaging gear down
to the River Tay. The mid-September showers
have subsided, for the moment, and we use the
break to load paddles, dry bags, throw bags
and a small dog, named Gigha, into whitewater
canoes. But this is Scotland, so the impending
drizzles, mist and fog only add to the ambience
of a day paddling on the longest river in this
water-rich country.
When my foot slips into the river, submerging
fully as I push the canoe away from shore, I can
finally surrender to the rain and stop fighting
the losing battle to stay dry. The moment socks
become saturated and soles are soiled is when
a paddling trip—be it a day outing or a monthlong adventure—really begins. It’s the moment

when your adult worries wash away and
you can enjoy the simplicity, excitement and
exploration of paddling a canoe on a new river.
It’s when you start to feel like a kid again.
Wet socks and wet smiles is an appropriate
way to start a rainy week of paddling and
adventuring in Scotland. Even with the constant
drizzle, the weather was too warm for drysuits,
and yet too chilly for sandals, making it perfect
neoprene-sock-and-river-shoe paddling
conditions. We put on the River Lyon under an
old railway bridge, just 300 meters before it
joins the River Tay, about 10 kilometers west of
the town of Aberfeldy. Popping up hoods, we
set off for an afternoon of moving water and
mild rapids, a paradise for those wanting to
hone basic whitewater canoe skills, read water
and practice general river navigation. Or in our
nrs.com
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case, for kayakers testing the waters of singlebladed propulsion.
With a backdrop of highland hills, we catch
eddies, pushing the limits of balance and
teamwork, creating exciting challenges for
each other around every corner. The River Tay
(Tatha in Scottish Gaelic) starts in the west of
the country, flowing from Loch Tay in Killin east
across the Highlands before joining the salty
tidal waters at the Firth of Tay on the North
Sea, south of the city of Dundee. The Tay is
unique in both its length, 188 km (120 miles),
and the number of major tributaries that feed
into it, including the Earn, Lyon, Isla, Tummel
and Almond rivers—flowing water that irrigates
countless scotch distilleries along the way.
As we float through the dark water, we watch
herons, sparrows and ducks hunting, and our

minds drift to lunch. And like a gang of kids, when
hunger strikes, we obey!
We pull boats onto shore and toss dry bags onto
the bank before we tackle the tarp, a small area of
reprieve from the drizzle. I wander off to explore
a tributary lined with dripping willow trees and
darting birds, returning to a spread of lunch like
that from a fairy tale—hot tea, sandwiches and
cookies. We shake our hands dry and dig in; food
always tastes better outside. The rolling fields
across the river add to the mystical mood, and we
spot rabbits and sheep grazing side by side.
Our week in Scotland promises some faster and
more gradient-driven excitement, too. We will try
the rapids and drops of the iconic Etive River as
it winds through the green hills, fed by seemingly
endless torrents, tributaries and trickles. Perhaps
a little park-and-huck at Falls of Falloch and some
exploration by sea kayak around Castle Stalker,
or an afternoon of stand-up paddling through
the reeds around the ruins of Castle Kilchurn. We
will play as we go, stopping along the road for
whatever opportunities present themselves, like
some spontaneous tidal surfing and fresh fish and
chips in the seaside town of Oban.
Warmed, hydrated and refueled, energy levels
spike, and we follow each other into side channels
for impromptu exploration. The massive beech and
maple trees overhead create a tunnel of green,
and we take advantage of the slow pace to keep
an eye out for any of the critters that call the Tay
home, like otters, salmon, lampreys, kingfishers
and even the recently reintroduced Eurasian
beaver. Slow-motion exploration gives way to
chatter and jokes as we drift under old stone
bridges listening to our Scottish friends tell us
snippets of history and local lore.
Our take-out is hidden amongst the foliage, and
we each catch a micro eddy before wrangling our
canoes up the river right bank, just a few hundred
meters outside Aberfeldy proper. Although we
have only seen a small segment of the remarkable
River Tay, our childlike curiosity has us wondering
what a multiday trip through the country would
show us. Maybe the Great Glen Canoe Trail, a
60 km trip transecting the country from Fort
William to Inverness, will be our next trip to
Scotland!
After shedding our wet gear (piled in bins in the
van like good kids), we transition back into adults
and head straight to the pub for pie, pints and, of
course, a nip of scotch made with water from the
River Tay!

MEN’S TOURING
Some days the sun shines, the water
is glass and the porpoises put on
a show. Other days greet you with
wind, spray, waves and badly timed
tides. Whatever the day brings,
you’re always glad you paddled,
presuming your kit matches the
conditions. Our range of splash and
layering options give you the tools
you need to keep your fun Type 1.

TITANIUM NEKO KNIFE
47315.01 | $149.95

RIPTIDE JACKET
20030.02 | $199.95 | S-XXL

FUSE GLOVES
25021.01 | $29.95 | XXS-XXL

H2CORE™ EXPEDITION WEIGHT SHIRT
10130.05 | $79.95 | S-XXL

ENDURANCE PANT
20015.05 | $119.95 | XS-XXL

ODYSSEY PFD
40124.01 | $149.95 | XS/M, L/XL, XL/XXL

BOUNDARY BOOTS
30035.02 | $99.95 | 6-15
all styles imported

If I paddle a little harder, I can still make it to Taco
Tuesday. Tacoma Narrows Strait, WA.
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Jacob Boling
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Salmon Bay, Seattle, WA.
Jacob Boling

WOMEN’S TOURING
Sometimes, it’s renting a kayak for an
outing with friends and still making it to
half-off apps. Other times, it’s setting
out for a Saturday adventure and
ending exhausted with takeout Thai.
Whether you’re ditching the inbox for an
afternoon paddle in a protected harbor
or suiting up for an all-day exploration,
we’ve got you covered from head to
toe for comfort and warmth on the
water. Start with a solid foundation
—waterproof-breathable protection
against wind, splash and rain—and add
more advanced pieces as your paddling
progresses. Or, just stick with the basics,
stay in the bay and keep the focus
on the fun.

HYDROSKIN® GLOVES
25015.03 | $39.95 | XS-XL

HIGH TIDE JACKET
20037.01 | $149.95 | XS-XL

H2CORE™ LIGHTWEIGHT HOODIE
10121.04 | $69.95 | XS-XL

ENDURANCE PANT
20018.05 | $119.95 | XS-XXL

ZOYA PFD
40029.03 | $109.95 | XS/M, L/XL, XL/XXL

PADDLE SHOES
30040.02 | $59.95 | 6-11

all styles imported

FULL-SPECTRUM SPLASH PROTECTION
Paddlers, like the weather, come in an infinite variety. From float-n-bloaters to fitness freaks,
afternoon dabblers to weekend warriors, we all have one thing in common: the need for
gear that works for us. Our 2020 line of splash jackets covers all the bases between casual
comfort in wind and rain to advanced protection for big water and long journeys. Match your
jacket to your paddling style, combine it with technical underlayers to match conditions,
and go get after it. We do our best so you can do you.

AT-A-GLANCE

HIGH TIDE JACKET

RIPTIDE JACKET

Adjustable Urethane Neck
Adjustable Urethane Wrists
Punch-Through Neoprene Neck
Punch-Through Neoprene Wrists
Kayak Over-Skirt
Half-Zip Collar
Articulated Hood
Zippered Splash-Proof Pocket(s)

Splashtastic times on the
Snake River, ID/WA.
Erik Boomer
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HELIUM JACKET

STRATOS JACKET

HIGH TIDE JACKET

WOM
EN’S COLOR

RIPTIDE JACKET

WOM
EN’S COLOR

From rainy days to splashy waves, the High Tide features an
articulated hood and quick-venting half-zip neck for adaptable
protection in unpredictable conditions.

The Riptide takes splash protection to the next level with a storm hood,
adjustable neck, neoprene wrists and an over-skirt to keep water out of
your boat.

Men’s
20026.03 | $149.95 | S-3XL
Women’s 20037.01 | $149.95 | XS-XL

Men’s
20030.02 | $199.95 | S-XXL
Women’s 20031.02 | $199.95 | XS-XL

HELIUM JACKET

WOM
EN’S COLOR

STRATOS JACKET

The Helium Jacket gives paddlers a comfortable and affordable
touring top with a kayak over-skirt that joins with your spray deck to
keep your cockpit dry.

The Stratos Jacket gives fair-weather river runners and off-the-couch
playboaters a lightweight, lower-price option for staying warm, dry
and comfortable on the water.

Men’s
20035.01 | $129.95 | S-XXL
Women’s 20036.01 | $129.95 | XS-XL

20038.01 | $199.95 | S-XXL

nrs.com
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all styles imported

MEN’S
WHITEWATER
The gauge hits the green zone,
the texts start coming, and you
scramble around the house
cobbling together gear you hope
will go another season. Sound
familiar? Next time the run is in,
say, “I’m in,” without hesitation.
Stuff your duffel with warm layers,
dependable drywear and safety
equipment you can trust.

FLUX DRY TOP
22515.04 | $324.95 | S-XXL

WRSI CURRENT PRO
43006.03 | $139.95 | S/M, M/L, L/XL

ZEN PFD
40030.02 | $219.95 | S/M, L/XL, XXL

FREEFALL DRY PANT
22520.02 | $234.95 | S-XXL

H2CORE™ LIGHTWEIGHT HOODIE
10120.04 | $79.95 | S-XXL

H2CORE EXPEDITION WEIGHT PANT
10131.05 | $79.95 | S-XXL

FREESTYLE SHOES
30017.04 | $59.95 | 5-13
all styles imported
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A little snow never kept the Voorhees brothers
on the couch. North Fork Payette, ID.
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John Webster

Today is a great day to park-and-huck a stout
waterfall. Falls of Falloch, Scotland.
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Jens Klatt

WOMEN’S
WHITEWATER
It’s not every day you can park-andhuck a stout waterfall. We wouldn’t
want that anyway—at least not all
the time. Sometimes, we crave that
Type 2 fun, when the struggle and
suffering make the entire adventure
a little sweeter. Other days we just
need to stay warm and dry when
our backyard run hits prime levels.
From Class II wave trains to Class V
gnar, kayakers trust the time-tested
dependability of NRS technical
apparel.

WRSI TRIDENT HELMET
43002.03 | $199.95 | S/M, M/L, L/XL

CATALYST GLOVES
25037.01 | $44.95 | XS-XXL

SIREN PFD
40036.03 | $99.95 | XS/M, L/XL, XL/XXL

PIVOT DRYSUIT
22537.01 | $989.95 | S-XL

PRO GUARDIAN RESCUE BAG
45108.02 | $99.95

KICKER REMIX SHOES
30023.03 | $49.95 | 5-11

all styles imported
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WRSI CURRENT

WRSI CURRENT PRO

WRSI’s exclusive safety technology, including three-layer impact
absorption and the Interconnect Retention System, gives you a safe
and solid helmet you can trust.

The Current adds an adjustable visor and removable ear pads to the
time-tested Current for extra comfort and protection.
43006.03 | $139.95 | S/M, M/L, L/XL

43000.03 | $119.95 | S/M, M/L, L/XL

nrs.com
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Payette River, ID.
John Webster

WRSI TRIDENT COMPOSITE

WRSI MOMENT

A high-impact carbon composite shell creates an exceptionally
lightweight and safe helmet, giving advanced paddlers extra
protection and style points to match.

With full-face protection and WRSI’s proven proprietary technology,
the Moment gives you ultimate protection for big drops and shallow
rivers.

43002.03 | $199.95 | S/M, M/L, L/XL

43005.03 | $179.95 | S/M, M/L, L/XL

nrs.com
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Brooks Beatty bags a bonefish off the
beaches of the Bahamas.
Dan Mullane
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WARM-WEATHER FISHING
From multi-days pushing rubber down rivers, push
poling the flats, or pulling the kayak onto a remote
beach and stalking the shallows, adventure anglers
seek the thrill of the journey and the destination.
When your fishing adventure begins and ends
during the golden hour and motoring home
isn’t an option, apparel choices are big
decisions. Our adaptable sun-protection
system keeps you cool, comfortable and
sunburn free wherever the chase may lead.

NECK GAITER
10405.02 | $19.95 | Universal

VARIAL HOODIE
10008.02 | $69.95 | S-XXL

NRS FISHING TRUCKER HAT
12540.01 | $24.95

SKELTON GLOVES
25038.02 | $24.95 | S/M, L/XL, XXL

SUN SLEEVES
10406.02 | $19.95 | S/M, L/XL

MATIK INFLATABLE PFD
40080.01 | $149.95 | Universal

LOLO PANT
10151.01 | $99.95 | 30-40, 33

VIBE SHOES
30046.01 | $74.95 | 8-13

all styles imported
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COOL-WEATHER
FISHING
The clouds threaten, the couch
beckons, but no way you’re staying
off the water. With our versatile
technical layering system, you can
fish with confidence come rain,
shine or anything in between.
Purpose-built for the humanpowered pursuit, pieces work
together for comfort in the boat,
on the bank and with your PFD.

CHINOOK PFD
40009.04 | $139.95 | XS/M, L/XL, XL/XXL

CHAMPION JACKET
20033.01 | $179.95 | S-XXL

CHAMPION BIB
20034.01 | $199.95 | S-XXL

H2CORE™ LIGHTWEIGHT SHIRT
10124.02 | $54.95 | S-XXL

H2CORE™ EXPEDITION WEIGHT PANT
10131.05 | $79.95 | S-XXL

FORECAST GLOVES
25040.02 | $44.95 | S-XXL

BOUNDARY BOOTS
30035.02 | $99.95 | 6-15
all styles imported

NRS Fishing Team Manager David Feucht
on Chatcolet Lake, ID.
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Chris Evans

NRS PARKS HAT

NRS 5-PANEL HAT

12545.01 | $24.95

12544.01 | $29.95

NRS RETRO TRUCKER HAT

NRS BADGE HAT

12541.01 | $24.95

12547.01 | $24.95

nrs.com
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Visit nrs.com to see our full selection
of hat models and colors.

NRS FISHING TRUCKER HAT

NRS MESH FLEXFIT HAT

12540.01 | $24.95

12502.01 | $19.95

NRS RIVER HAT

NRS PRIDE HAT

12543.01 | $24.95

12542.01 | $24.95

nrs.com

| 35

MEN’S
NEOPRENE
It ain’t broke, but we’re still
fixing it. Long a staple of nearly
every paddler’s gear bag,
neoprene is an effective and
affordable way to keep warm
on, and in, the water—and we’re
continually working to improve
its comfort and performance.
We offer a range of options to
help you adapt to whatever your
adventure may bring, from a little
wind and splash to frigid spring
snowmelt.

HYDROSKIN® 1.5 JACKET
15037.02 | $129.95-$139.95 | S-XXL, GM-G4XL

STORM HOOD
15047.01 | $54.95 | S-L

4/3 RADIANT WETSUIT
17281.02 | $289.95 | XS-3XL

HYDROSKIN® 0.5 SHORT-SLEEVE SHIRT
15001.06 | $84.95 | S-XXL

HYDROSKIN® 1.5 PANT
15040.02 | $109.95 | S-XXL

MAVERICK GLOVES
25017.04 | $54.95 | XS-XXL
all styles imported
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MAKING NEOPRENE GREENER
• Terraprene™ is made with limestone and recycled
rubber tires
• Water-based adhesives eliminate harmful, volatile
organic compounds
• Dope-dyed yarns save water while reducing
energy consumption and pollution
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Rainbow Trout may be the only
company you have on a self-contained
IK trip down the Selway River, ID.
Neal Wassmuth

Sun’s out, smiles out paddling around
Isle Royale. Lake Superior, MI.
Aaron Black-Schmidt

WOMEN’S
NEOPRENE
Exploring a remote archipelago in
the middle of Lake Superior may
not be on your bucket list—yet.
But if you’re looking to ditch the
crowds and unplug amidst pristine
wilderness, try stretching your
season to discover seclusion. Our
neoprene system lets you layer for
conditions with three thicknesses,
a variety of mix-and-match tops
and bottoms, and paddler-specific
designs for
friction-free comfort.

HYDROSKIN® 1.5 JACKET
15039.02 | $129.95 | XS-XXL

HYDROSKIN® HELMET LINER
15045.01 | $24.95 | S-L

MAXIM GLOVES
25039.03 | $59.95 | XS-XXL

HYDROSKIN® 0.5 LONG-SLEEVE SHIRT
15004.04 | $99.95 | XS-XXL

3.0 ULTRA JANE WETSUIT
17274.03 | $199.95 | XS-XXL

HYDROSKIN® 0.5 CAPRI
15017.04 | $94.95 | XS-XL

all styles imported
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69° North: A Paddling Holiday
in the Land of the Midnight Sun
Words and photos by Philipp Jakesch

As a landscape photographer, I’m heavily
drawn to remote and special places
where you can feel the wild and almost
untouched nature. That’s why Finland,
one of the northernmost parts of Europe,
is perfect for a quick paddling holiday.
I’m lucky enough to have a wife who
shares this passion for nature and the
outdoors with me. The combination of
being out in nature for ten days without
seeing a person, spending any money,
or sleeping in a proper bed, sounded
just right to us. The wide-open water
of Finland’s Inarijärvi, with at least
3,500 wild islands, and our well-loaded
inflatable kayak blended together
perfectly. Although we are quite new

to paddling, we really enjoyed the slow
feeling and soundless movement of a
small boat right from the start.
We spent our first night on the Ivalojoki
River, which feeds into Lake Inari,
camping on a beautiful sandbar with
loads of reindeer hoof prints and
temperatures just slightly above zero.
In the morning, we loaded the kayak in
the rain and started moving to get warm.
After a few kilometres, the weather grew
more pleasant, and our mood lightened,
too. Continuing the trip on the eastern
part of the lake, we discovered the first
of many islands and enjoyed a coffee
with a few pieces of chocolate we had
packed.

On day five, the wind picked up. Lake Inari
showed us its wild side with quite impressive
waves. The conditions forced us to put in a lot
of effort to make progress. And, suddenly, at
probably the worst timing imaginable, a fish
bit our trolling line. Trying to get it out of the
water with our busted fishing rod was quite a
challenge. Meanwhile, Conny had to keep the
boat on track as I tried to find all I needed to
take care of the fish. We had hopes to grill it for
dinner at our next camp.
The contrast could hardly have been stronger
as we paddled across the wide-open waters
from the eastern to the western part of the
lake. The crashing waves of the day before
were gone, and now the lake looked like a
liquid mirror. It felt like you could just get out
of the boat and walk to the next island. The
conditions were perfect for aerial shots and
amazing reflections.
Continuing our trip on the western part of
the huge lake to the south, day nine held

something really special for us. We arrived at
a quite big island and landed our boat on a
beautiful bay with a beach mixed with sand
and colorful pebbles. As we got out of the boat,
we saw more reindeer tracks, and two curious
Siberian jays were already waiting for us.
After setting up our camp, we enjoyed a
warm meal and watched the lake as it grew
quieter and the sky turned to nice and subtle
colors. The midnight sun that night offered so
many great images and big vistas for us, and
we enjoyed soaking in the atmosphere. Just
minutes after midnight, the almost full moon
painted the horizon in a breathtaking light
orange. And then, as soon as it dipped below
the horizon, a midnight fog began to float
through the woods.
In this light, we knew, the lake’s island coves
would look incredible. So we went exploring.
After a short walk, the forest opened up to
a majestic view—waters so tranquil and an
irresistible light. The sun may never truly
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set or rise, but all of the components of this
moment were simply perfect. We enjoyed the
transition from arctic dusk to dawn in its waves
of soft light until almost six in the morning
before heading to bed. The experience was
so magical, we almost didn’t care about the
mosquitos.
To end this incredible experience properly, on
our last day, we paddled the last 15 of the 175
kilometres upstream on the Ivalojoki River and
spent the night on the very spot where we had
begun this adventure. The same two people on
this huge sandy river bench but so much richer
and happier to have had the opportunity to
experience something this special.
After a comfortable night on the soft and sandy
beach, we packed our gear and loaded our 90
kilos of luggage into a taxi. As we arrived at the
airport, we immediately started planning our
next trip to the land of the midnight sun.
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PILOT; CAMO

VOSS KNIFE

CO-PILOT KNIFE

CAPTAIN RESCUE KNIFE

GREEN KNIFE

47300.02 | $69.95

47309.01 | $49.95

47303.02 | $59.95

47307.02 | $54.95

47308.01 | $49.95
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NEKO; BLUNT TIP

PILOT; TITANIUM

NEKO; POINTED TIP

WINGMAN

47310.01 | $59.95

47301.02 | $149.95

47311.01 | $59.95

47306.01 | $49.95
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NEKO; TITANIUM
47315.01 | $149.95
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NRS STRAPS
There are as many uses for NRS straps as there are people
who own them. First introduced in 1978, they’re legendary for
their strength, durability and usefulness—on the water and
everywhere else. Now they’re better than ever. For 2020,
we’ve retooled the buckle with a sleeker shape and made the
size indicator more visible. We’ve also added super-strength
bar-tack stitching, a new color option, a sewn-in name label,
and a nod to a favorite strap hack: bottle opener.

1" HD STRAP
60027.01 | PAIRS: 1’, 2’, 3’, 4', 6', 9', 12', 15', 20' | $8.95-$19.95
60031.01 | 4-PACK: 9', 12', 15' | $26.95-33.95

60030.01 | PAIRS: 3', 4', 6', 9', 12', 15', 20' | $15.95-$23.95

Shown at actual size.

1.5" HD STRAP

1" HD BUCKLE BUMPER STRAPS
60028.01 | PAIRS: 9', 12', 15', 20' | $17.95-$21.95

MULTI STRAP PACKS
60032.01 | MINI STRAP PACK: (2) 3’, (2) 4’, (2) 6’, (2) 9’, (2) 12’ | $59.95
MASTER STRAP PACK: (2) 3’, (4) 4’, (4) 6’, (4) 9’, (4) 12’, (2) 15’, (2) 20’ | $119.95

Visit nrs.com to see the full
selection of straps.

Heads down and spirits
high during a portage to a
secluded beach campsite.
Lake Superior, MI.
Aaron Black-Schmidt

DRY BAG SUSTAINABILITY
• TobaTex™ fabric eliminates harmful plasticizers from PVC
• Developed exclusively by NRS as a greener alternative
• New material, same legendary toughness

nrs.com
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BILL’S BAG
There’s no such thing as overkill when it comes
to keeping your clothes and gear dry on the
river. Our latest edition of the legendary Bill’s
Bag features virtually indestructible aluminum
hardware and a comfortable, removable
backpack harness—and we build it with
our super tough, and more eco-friendly,
TobaTex™ material.

“

“

After re-packing our lives into Bill’s Bags, we portaged...
Learn more about this trip on page 54.

65L BILL’S BAG
55012.02 | $139.95

110L BILL’S BAG
55010.02 | $159.95
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DRY DUFFELS
Since creating the first purpose-built dry
bag for boaters in 1977, the legendary
Bill’s Bag, we’ve focused on providing
tough, highly functional bags for keeping
your gear dry and protected on the river.
Our High Roll and Expedition Duffels
give you the same renowned durability
and utility as the Bill’s Bag, but in userfriendly designs that are easy to
access and stow.

HIGH ROLL DUFFEL
Our High Roll Duffels deliver the same rugged
dependability as our legendary Bill’s Bags, but in a
duffel-style design that makes packing your gear,
and finding it later, easy.
55024.02 | 35L – 12” dia x 20”H | $114.95
70L – 14” dia x 28”H | $134.95
105L – 16” dia x 32”H | $154.95

EXPEDITION DUFFEL
With room for all the clothes you’ll need for a
weekend, a week or a month, the Expedition Duffel
makes quick work of the daily pack-and-repack
routine. A TIZIP® MasterSeal waterproof zipper
seals out water and makes opening and closing the
bag a breeze.
55038.01 | 35L – 12” dia x 20”H | $179.95
70L – 14” dia x 28”H | $199.95
105L – 16” dia x 32”H | $249.95
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Guides don’t need barbells;
they’ve got dry bags.
Erik Boomer

ETHER DRY SACKS
A lightweight, durable solution for keeping gear and
clothing dry outdoors.
55028.01 |
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2L – 4.5" dia x 8"H
3L – 5" dia x 10"H
5L – 6" dia x 11"H
10L – 7.5" dia x 14"H
15L – 8.5" dia x 16.5"H
25L – 10" dia x 20"H
35L – 11" dia x 22.5"H

|
|
|
|
|
|
|

$25.95
$26.95
$29.95
$34.95
$36.95
$39.95
$49.95

Even the view of the Adriatic Sea can’t compete
with a hot breakfast. Island of Lošinj, Croatia.
David Bain

ETHER HYDROLOCK DRY SACKS
Zip-seal closure for extra protection plus a clear
urethane window to help you find items inside.
55034.01 |
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2L – 4.5" dia x 8"H
3L – 5" dia x 10"H
5L – 6" dia x 11"H
10L – 7.5" dia x 14"H
15L – 8.5" dia x 16.5"H
25L – 10" dia x 20"H
35L – 11" dia x 22.5"H

|
|
|
|
|
|
|

$29.95
$32.95
$34.95
$39.95
$44.95
$49.95
$54.95

PUREST DUFFELS
Whether heading out for a day on the
river, packing for a road trip, or boarding
a flight to chase the endless summer, a
go-anywhere, do-anything duffel always
comes up big. With three models in
multiple sizes, our Purest series has
you covered for any excursion. Prep for
adventure with the Purest Base, haul wet
gear with the Purest Mesh, or go light
and fast with the Purest Travel.

PUREST MESH DUFFEL
Durable mesh panels allow wet gear to breathe on
the drive home from the takeout, helping fight the
dreaded funk.
55003.02 | 40L – 24”L x 14”W x 11”H | $44.95
60L – 28”L x 15”W x 12”H | $49.95
90L – 34”L x 16”W x 13”H | $54.95

PUREST BASE DUFFEL
Your go-everywhere, do-everything, tough-asnails duffel for Class V travels between airports,
rickshaws and riverside camps.
54990.01 | 40L – 24”L x 14”W x 11”H | $59.95
		 60L – 28”L x 15”W x 12”H | $69.95
		 90L – 34”L x 16”W x 13”H | $79.95

PUREST TRAVEL DUFFEL
When far-flung adventures beckon and light-andfast is the name of the game, the versatile Purest
Travel has your back, literally.
54991.01 | 40L – 24”L x 14”W x 11”H | $109.95
		 60L – 28”L x 15”W x 12”H | $139.95
		 90L – 34”L x 16”W x 13”H | $159.95

Travel Duffel in backpack mode
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Stand-Up Paddling a Royale Isle in the Rough
Words by Jack Haworth, photos by Aaron Black-Schmidt

The weathered fisherman held his faded VHF
radio to the sky as our group huddled together,
straining to hear a crackling voice deliver the
unwelcome news. Wind gusts were forecast
to reach 30 knots the following afternoon with
swells topping eight feet.
The old man could only shake his head.
“When that east wind comes whipping right into
this bay, that’s not good,” said Dave, who had
been coming on fishing trips to Isle Royale for
three decades.
It was day five of our week-long stand-up
paddling expedition when we finally reached
Belle Isle and saw the man sitting alone, writing
in a notebook. Dave seemed to enjoy the
solitude of this isolated campground nestled
into an idyllic cove in the northeast corner of

Isle Royale National Park accessible only by
water.
Located in northern Lake Superior, Isle Royale
features a breathtaking blend of more than
200 square miles of lush forest, pristine lakes
and majestic shoreline. Known for being a
backpackers’ paradise with over 165 miles of
hiking trails, the island also features more than
450 smaller islands, making it an underrated
destination for paddlers.
“When I saw you guys come around that point,
I almost fell over,” said Dave. “I never thought
I’d see paddleboards out here. But I thought the
same thing 20 years ago when I saw kayaks for
the first time.”
It was a line we heard from several people
during our time on Isle Royale. In fact, even
nrs.com
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prior to our trip, the park’s head ranger warned
us about the dangers of Lake Superior and
mentioned that they had already rescued standup paddlers that summer.
***
Two days earlier a fierce headwind had
whipped up out of nowhere and immediately
transformed a 5-minute paddle into a 15-minute
grind through unruly water and gusty winds.
“It really behaves like the ocean,” said Andrew,
after we completed that treacherous stretch of
paddling.
No stranger to big water, Andrew is an NRS
athlete ambassador and long-time kayak
instructor from Asheville, North Carolina. His
girlfriend, Olivia, a physical therapist by day,
picked up paddling a few years back after

taking a kayaking class from Andrew. While
the two regularly chase whitewater together in
Asheville, stand-up paddling on Lake Superior
presented a different challenge.
Of course, calling Superior a lake is akin to
calling Everest a hill. It does behave like an
angry ocean, and our detailed map of the island
was marked with shipwrecks lying among
submerged rocks. The unforgiving coastline
and violent storms represented just a few of the
hazards facing mariners. While we planned to
utilize protected inlets and islands to shelter us
from the dangers of open water, our route still
took us into plenty of exposed stretches.
The battle-of-the-headwinds continued the next
day. After re-packing our lives into Bill’s Bags,
we portaged across a muddy trail complete with
slick rocks and narrow footpaths over swampy
bogs. Foxes, hares and birds kept us company
amongst the decomposing logs, moss and
colorful mushrooms that define the Northwoods
ecology.

Once on the water, we discovered that the
winds had switched directions overnight and we
would be battling headwinds again.
Opting to paddle smart, not hard, we snuck
up Tobin Harbor’s tree-lined channel in a draft
train, sprinting from between sheltered lees
created by mini islands—little tree covered
rocks with curious names like Tallman and Fire.
A few more hard strokes put us at Rock Harbor,
the main hub of civilization on Isle Royale’s
east side. With our VHF radio on the fritz, our
mission was to find out what Mother Superior
had in mind for the next few days. We walked
over to the ranger station, only to discover that
the forecast had deteriorated. A storm front was
blowing in from the east, expected to hit in a
couple of days.
While reaching Belle Isle would not be a
problem, the return trip was now in question.
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With no time to waste, we grabbed our gear
and hopped on our boards. After a short paddle
across Tobin, it was time to conquer the portage
we’d been dreading since the inception of this
trip—a steep hike up and over the Greenstone
Ridge.
The narrow trail featured grueling climbs,
treacherous downhills and hairpin turns, not the
ideal combination when you’re carrying a
14-foot paddleboard and have nearly 100
pounds of dry bags strapped to your chest
and back. Completing the trek took plenty of
sweating, swearing and teamwork, but we
finally reached Duncan Bay.
With the wind at our backs, we cruised deep
into a secluded bay where a paddle-only
campsite awaited, fellow humans nowhere in
sight. Tomorrow we’d meet Dave.
Read the full story on Duct Tape Diaries.

PERFORMANCE MEETS CONVENIENCE
Our inflatable SUP line makes choosing the perfect board for your adventures easy with purpose-built models for
every aspect of the sport—from touring to whitewater to fishing. No matter who you are and where you paddle—
mountain lakes, wild rivers, urban estuaries or the Alaskan Coast—there’s an NRS SUP just right for you. We build
our boards with the most advanced materials, components and construction methods, and we back each one with
our industry-best 3-year warranty. In addition, every NRS board comes with a high-pressure pump, pressure gauge,
interchangeable fins, and a repair kit.

Gearing up for another day of exploring a remote
archipelago in the middle of the United States’
largest lake. Lake Superior, MI.
Aaron Black-Schmidt
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ESCAPE
Built for going fast and going far,
Escape series SUPs deliver the
efficiency for after-work attainment
paddles and the carrying capacity
for overnight tours.

ESCAPE 11.6
11’6” L x 32” W x 6” D | 326 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 100-250 lbs.
86126.02 | $1,245.00

ESCAPE 12.6
12’6” L x 30” W x 6” D | 335 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 100-250 lbs.
86126.02 | $1,295.00

ESCAPE 14.0
14' L x 29” W x 6” D | 363 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 100-250 lbs.
86126.02 | $1,345.00

RUSH PADDLE
The Rush Paddle’s midsize blade fits more
paddlers and more styles of paddling.
Fiberglass blade and shaft for lightweight
durability. Adjustable length covers most
paddler’s heights and paddling styles. 68"-86".
77116.01 | 1-Piece | $169.95
77121.01 | 3-Piece | $189.95
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THRIVE
A board for the do-it-all paddler, Thrive
series SUPs are equally adept at touring,
fitness paddling and light river running
with the stability to help any novice feel at
ease. Make every weekend memorable
with an inflatable SUP that can handle any
adventure.

THRIVE 9.10
9'10"L x 30"W x 5"T | 229 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 90-180 lbs.
86128.02 | $995.00

THRIVE 10.3
10'3"L x 32"W x 5"T | 253 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 110-200 lbs.
86128.02 | $1,095.00

THRIVE 10.8
10'8"L x 34"W x 6"T | 350 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 150-250 lbs.
86128.02 | $1,195.00

THRIVE 11
11'L x 36"W x 6"T | 380 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 175-275 lbs.
86128.02 | $1,295.00

QUEST PADDLE
This lightweight paddle combines durability
with performance at a price that won’t break
the bank. Easily adjusts from 68"-86".
77119.01 | 1-Piece | $129.95
77120.01 | 3-Piece | $149.95
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QUIVER
Stable and responsive, Quiver series
boards are shaped with a wide deck
and extra rocker for charging rapids,
carving eddy turns and styling ferries.
Whether you're looking to step up your
whitewater game or just getting started,
the Quiver elevates any river-running
experience.

QUIVER 9.8
9’8” L x 36” W x 6” D | 325 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 130-250 lbs.
86134.02 | $1,195.00

QUIVER 10.4
10’4” L x 35” W x 6” D | 355 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 130-250 lbs.
86134.02 | $1,295.00
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