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This nugget of wisdom has been 
passed between whitewater kayakers 
since the days of fiberglass hulls and 
sew-your-own life jackets. It means 
that, whether you’re Queen of the 
Green or Jerry of the Day, you’ve 
swum before, and you’ll swim again. 
It reminds us to stay humble because 
the river humbles all. It tells us to pay 
it forward on the water, because it’s 
only a matter of time before we need a 
little help from our friends. 

A lot has changed since Bill Parks 
started selling gear out of his garage 
in 1972, but one thing hasn’t—like 
every kayaker and every business, 
we’re still between swims. Rather than 
raising our paddles and celebrating 
our success, we’re using this moment 
to appreciate the friends who have 
helped us along the way. And we’re 
paying it forward by deepening our 
commitment to people, the planet, and 
building the best possible product.

Being between swims means, even 
after a proper beat-down, you get back 
in your boat and start right where you 
left off. After 50 years on the water—
and holding it together with duct tape 
and NRS straps during the pandemic—
we’re mounting up and peeling out of 
the eddy. We’re excited to see what lies 
downstream and grateful to share the 
journey with you.

NEW for 2022

REVISED or NEW COLOR for 2022

Efforts in SUSTAINABILITY

WE’RE ALL
BETWEEN 
SWIMS.



Knucks for good lucks in between laps 
at Crystal Falls. Moose River, NY

Scott Martin 

Cover:  Cover art celebrating 50 years 
of NRS created by Arianna Stolt. 
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Jack explores the sea caves around 
Devils Island in Lake Superior. MN

Aaron Black-Schmidt
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  |  BENNY BOARD SHORT    
10141.05  |  $74.95  |    |  30-40, 33

  |   LONG-SLEEVE SILKWEIGHT SHIRT
10114.05  |  $54.95  |    |  S-XXL

  |  NRS RETRO TRUCKER HAT
12541.01  |  $24.95  |  

ZEPHYR INFLATABLE PFD 
40037.02  |  $149.95  |    |  Universal

  |  CHACO Z/2 CLASSIC SANDALS
34035.01  |  $100.00  |    |  8-13

all styles imported

MEN’S SUP
The nooks and crannies of the 
world are begging to be explored. 
With a paddle in your hand and 
a board underfoot, you’re one 
stroke closer to discovering 
your next favorite waterway. 
Be it an open-water crossing or 
just another afternoon in your 
backyard, paddle prepared in 
quick-drying performance apparel 
and accessories that make the 
difference between a good day
and a great day on the water.

SUNCLOUD FAIRFIELD SUNGLASSES
13551.01  |  $54.95  |  

  |  KLEEN KANTEEN 
71307.03  |  $29.95  |  12 oz.
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  |  CHACO Z/2 CLASSIC SANDALS
30432.01  |  $100.00  |    |  6-10

  |   KOSI SILKWEIGHT SHIRT    
10163.01  |  $54.95  |    |  XS-XL

ETHER HYDROLOCK DRY SACK
55034.01  |  $36.95-$72.95  |    |  2L-35L

all styles imported

WOMEN’S SUP
Snacks taste better under the sun, 
on a SUP, in the middle of your 
favorite river or lake, or an estuary 
you’ve just discovered. Whether 
you’re trying to beat the heat on a 
weekend morning or heading out 
for a mid-week recharge, choose 
lightweight, versatile apparel that 
lets you easily adapt to the mood, 
the motivation and the conditions. 

  |  BEDA SHORT
10142.05  |  $49.95  |    |  4-16

  |  NRS ICON HAT
12552.01  |  $24.95  |  

  |  NINJA PFD
40013.04  |  $147.95  |    |  S/M, L/XL, XXL

SUP LEASH
50008.03  |  $63.95
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Seriously, give me some of your tots. 
Boise River, ID

Cassie Bergman
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  |  ARROYO WETSHOES
30053.02  |  $37.95  |  6-13

OSO PFD
40072.01  |  $127.95  |    |  XS/M, L/XL, XL/XXL

  |  LONG-SLEEVE GUIDE SHIRT  
10012.02  |  $89.95  |    |  S-3XL

  |  NRS FLAGSHIP HAT 
12549.01  |  $24.95  |  

  |  GUIDE SHORT 
10145.03  |  $74.95  |    |  30-40, 33

COMPACT THROW BAG
45100.01  |  $62.95  |  

MEN’S RAFTING
When you can’t impress the lady 
perched on the Paco Pad with 
your sweet lines, impress her with 
your always-fresh fashion. On 
the boat and at camp, casual, yet 
technical, apparel makes working 
hard look—and feel—good. 

all styles imported



Austin tests out his SUP rear spoiler 
prototype as he races to his favorite 
beach. Salmon River, ID

Neal Wassmuth
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Cecil called shotgun. Lower Salmon, ID

Neal Wassmuth
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CHACO CLASSIC FLIPS
34044.01  |  $65.00  |    |  6-10

NORA PFD
40073.01  |  $127.95  |    |  XS/M, L/XL, XL/XXL

TULA BEACH HAT 
13008.01  |  $44.95  |  Universal

SMITH BASECAMP SUNGLASSES
13540.01  |  $179.00  |  

  |  SHORT-SLEEVE GUIDE SHIRT
10014.01  |  $74.95  |    |  XS-XL

  |  GUIDE SHORT
10147.03  |  $69.95  |    |  4-16

WOMEN’S RAFTING
It’s 2022 ladies, grab the sticks 
and show the men how it’s done. 
When you’re on the oars, you 
need lightweight apparel that 
dries quick and doesn’t restrict 
your movement. Bonus points go 
to the outfit that looks as good in 
the rower’s seat as it does when 
you dominate the game of bocce 
at camp. 

all styles imported

CFD (CANINE FLOTATION DEVICE)
40023.02  |  $59.95  |    |  XS-XL



12  |  Find more stories at Duct Tape Diaries

CROSSING LOCH 
RANNOCH IN AN 

OPEN CANOE
AUTHOR: AMBER MASLEN  |  PHOTOS: 286 WEST

The Rannoch Crossing is one of the most idyllic 
expeditions in Scotland. On the cusp of spring, the 
weather is gloriously bright, and hell has yet to 
release the midges. (Beware: they’re due in a couple 
of weeks). In fact, this place is one of the jewels in 
the crown of the Highlands, and one of the most 
spectacular open canoe trips in Europe. The loch 
feels as open and exposed as the sea, but with a 
bizarre fishbowl effect created by the jagged peaks 
of Glen Coe, dwarfed by Rannoch Moor. 

Without a single breath of wind, the surface of the 
water is so reflective that the landscape and the 
sky merge into one, as if you’re paddling through 
the clouds. The water seems to drop away from the 
boat in the same way that the sky passes beneath 
a plane.

Social media makes it look so easy: sleeping under 
the stars, swimming in glacial lakes, packing your 
belongings into an open canoe for a multi-day 



adventure. Every corner—even those most remote 
and inaccessible places—of the world is available 
online, in as high a resolution as the human eye can 
see.
In a way, the Internet has made true wilderness more 
valuable. Online, you can see the mountains, but you 
can’t feel the wind burning your face. You can watch, 
from the inside of a barrel, and understand what it 
looks like to surf, but you can’t taste the salt or feel 
your hand slice through the spray of water. Being in 
the wild is so incredibly dynamic, social media simply 
can’t do it justice.
Sitting on the pebbly shore of a loch, the magnitude 
of the starry night sky, evidence of how small we are, 
dominates my thoughts. Because to get there, we had 
to get through the wild. We had to do the small things, 
the huge things, the brave things—the slightly weird 
things—to reach this moment of pure stillness. An 
open canoe trip through some of the most beautiful, 
diverse and ancient landscapes in the world is one 
way to reach moments of stillness that will stay with 
you for the rest of your life. Like all incredible things, a 
journey like this takes willingness to adapt.
Once you’ve packed just about your own bodyweight 
of kit into a canoe and carried it to the put-in, you 
already feel like your arms could use a break. It seems 
like a lot, but the sheer weight of your kit evaporates 
with your first paddle stroke. That first paddle stroke 
is a moment everyone should experience.
No matter how well kitted out you are, an open canoe 
gets heavy on long flat stretches of water. Instagram 
might capture the beauty of one moment in time, 
the way the loch perfectly reflects the mountains in 
glorious symmetry. But what a single photo can’t do, 
is tell you how much more precious those things are 

in contrast to the strain in your arms, the movement 
of the boat under you, and the sharp wind that has 
just started to burn your face. 

This is what makes us wild. To find the moments of joy 
that are polarized by the effort it takes to reach them. 
But this access is a huge privilege and can come at 
a cost. It ’s the law of the outdoor community to leave 
everything as we found it. When you’re planning an 
incredible canoe trip, it ’s easy to remember things 
that will make your experience more pleasurable. The 
gear that’s harder to remember are the things that 
will help make the next person’s experience just as 
wild. 

You’ll realize the effort was worth it when you’re 
sitting on that pebbly beach. It ’s dusk, but the stars 
are already out. You’ve set up your tent, the boats 
are safe, and the bitter, sweet smell of woodsmoke is 
starting to flavor everything. The wind is threatening 
to drop the temperature. But right now, it feels like 
your jacket will hold out and do the job. Someone 
puts the grill on the fire pit and passes you a beer. 
It ’s not cold, but it tastes better than you could have 
imagined. Everything feels like it’s been designed just 
for you, in that moment. The crackling of a fire, and the 
knowledge that you can access places like this, leave 
space for you to enjoy being exactly where you are.
It ’s these moments in time, where the stillness 
becomes stark. By enduring the wild, we earn the 
clarity and peace that comes with the most beautiful 
parts. You can look at a photo for a second. Maybe 
a couple of minutes—if it ’s really nice. But simply 
putting in the time, doing the hard work that comes 
with organizing and executing a trip, the wild can stay 
with you for the rest of your life.

“We had to do the small 
things, the huge things, 
the brave things—the 
slightly weird things—to 
reach this moment of 
pure stillness.”

SCAN TO READ THIS STORY
ON DUCT TAPE DIARIES.
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  |  RIPTIDE SPLASH JACKET
20030.03  |  $229.95  |    |  S-XXL

  |   HYDROSKIN® GLOVES
25014.04  |  $39.95  |  XS-XXL

  |  ENDURANCE SPLASH PANT
20015.06  |  $124.95  |    |  XS-XXL

CVEST PFD
40028.02  |  $147.95  |    |  XS/M, L/XL, XL/XXL

MEN’S TOURING
The adventure begins when you 
lose sight of land. On days when 
the sea meets the sky and you’re at 
the mercy of Mother Nature, being 
prepared for the unpredictable 
is crucial. Quick-adapting gear 
that blocks the wind, splash and 
rain, plus a PFD designed to carry 
necessary touring accessories will 
keep you paddling into the horizon 
longer rather than scrambling back 
to shore.

  |   PADDLE WETSHOES
30034.04  |  $63.95  |  6-14

all styles imported
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Adrian paddles across a tidal current to 
Orcas Island in the San Juans. WA

Ben Herndon
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Amber plays in the tide pools 
of Loch nan Ceall. Scotland

Jens Klatt



nrs.com  |  17

CVEST PFD
40028.02  |  $147.95  |    |  XS/M, L/XL, XL/XXL

AQUAPAC WATERPROOF PHONE CASE
55341.01  |  $34.95

  |   KICKER WETSHOES
30023.04  |  $52.95  |  5-11

WOMEN’S TOURING
Push off the shore and breathe in 
the salty air. Release the stress of 
dry land with every paddle stroke as 
the morning mist burns away. When 
you’re dressed to adapt to the 
changing moods of the sea, you can 
smile knowing you’re prepped for 
all-day comfort come squall or sun.

all styles imported

  |  MAXIM GLOVES
25039.03  |  $64.95  |  XS-XXL

  |  GORE-TEX® PRO NAVIGATOR
22554.01  |  $1,475.00  |  XS-XL
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MOST ADAPTABLEHOODED PROTECTION

  |  HIGH TIDE JACKET
From rainy days to splashy waves, the High Tide features an 
articulated hood and quick-venting half-zip neck for adaptable 
protection in unpredictable conditions. 

Men’s  20026.04  |  $159.95  |    |  S-3XL
Women’s  20037.02  |  $159.95  |    |  XS-XL

  |  RIPTIDE JACKET
The Riptide takes splash protection to the next level with a storm 
hood, adjustable neck, neoprene wrists and an overskirt to keep 
water out of your boat. 

Men’s  20030.03  |  $229.95  |    |  S-XXL
Women’s  20031.03  |  $229.95  |    |  XS-XL

Nothing like a foggy morning paddle 
to clear your mind. Saranac Lake, NY

Scott Martin
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FULL-SPECTRUM SPLASH PROTECTION
Adventures come in all shapes and sizes, from soggy sufferfests to long days lounging under the 
sun. The unpredictability of being outdoors requires a wide range of protection. For paddlers who 
like to keep it close to home, we offer basic protection from wind and rain. For those looking to go 
farther from shore, we have the versatile dry protection your journey demands. Pair any of these 
paddling jackets with splash or dry pants, stack the insulating layers, and get after it.

BEST VALUEDRIEST COMFORT

  |  HELIUM JACKET
The Helium Jacket gives paddlers a comfortable and affordable 
touring top with a kayak overskirt that joins with your spray deck to 
keep your cockpit dry.

Men’s  20035.02  |  $159.95  |    |  S-XXL
Women’s  20036.02  |  $159.95  |    |  XS-XL

  |  STRATOS JACKET
The Stratos Jacket gives fair-weather river runners and off-the-
couch playboaters a lightweight, lower-price option for staying 
warm, dry and comfortable on the water.

Men’s  20038.02  |  $199.95  |    |  S-XXL
Women’s  20041.01  |  $199.95  |    |  XS-XL



ZEN PFD
40030.02  |  $229.95  |    |  S/M, L/XL, XXL

  |   BREAKER RASHGUARD TIGHT
10023.01  |  $39.95  |  S-XXL

  |  GORE-TEX® PRO REV DRY TOP 
22541.01  |  $575.00  |    |  S-XXL

WRSI TRIDENT HELMET
43002.03  |  $209.95  |    |  S/M, M/L, L/XL

  |  FREEFALL DRY PANT
22520.04  |  $244.95  |  S-XXL

all styles imported

MEN’S WHITEWATER
Even when you’re chasing the endless 
summer, you can’t outrun cold water. 
When rugged and remote rapids get 
your heart pumping, you need the 
proper gear to keep your flow going. 
Advanced outerwear takes the hits of 
burly portages and keeps you warm 
and dry on the water, while a reliable 
helmet and PFD keep you safe drop 
after drop.

ASTRAL RASSLER 2.0 WATER SHOES
31008.03  |  $130.00  |    |  7-13

NEKO BLUNT KNIFE 
47310.01  |  $39.95  |  
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How much water needs to fall before 
water falling becomes a waterfall? 
Donkey Creek Falls, WA

Eric Parker
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Amber demonstrates a textbook boof 
stroke on the River Garry. Scotland

Jens Klatt
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  |  FREEFALL DRY PANT
22521.01  |  $244.95  |  XS-XL

  |  STRATOS PADDLING JACKET
20041.01  |  $199.95  |  XS-XL

WRSI CURRENT HELMET 
43000.03  |  $129.95  |    |  S/M, M/L, L/XL

  |   AVA RASHGUARD TIGHT
10168.01  |  $39.95  |  XS-XL

WOMEN’S 
WHITEWATER
From the steep creeks in the East 
to the voluminous rivers in the 
West, the coldest Class III to the 
most remote Class V, the needs of 
whitewater paddlers are universal. 
Thermal layers for the core, 
durable outerwear that keeps you 
dry, a helmet that can take the hits, 
and a PFD that gives you a chance 
to try again when you take the 
wrong line and pull the skirt.

  |  NINJA PFD
40013.04  |  $147.95  |    |  S/M, L/XL, XXL
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  |  AXIOM DRY SUIT
The anchor of our GORE-TEX Pro dry wear range, the Axiom Dry 
Suit maximizes comfort and convenience to improve experiences on 
the water. Tailored cutlines and YKK®️ Aquaseal zippers keep it light 
and flexible, while GORE-TEX Pro construction provides ultimate 
waterproof-breathable protection.

Men’s  22550.01  |  $1,295.00  |    |  S-XXL

Women’s  22551.01  |  $1,295.00  |    |  XS-XL

After years of research and development—driven 
by professional athletes, guides and instructors—
we are proud to introduce a new generation of 
technical outerwear for paddlers. We considered 
every cut and cuff, every seam and seal, with a 
goal to maximize comfort, protection, longevity, 
and freedom of movement. Then, we selected 
the best materials and components available 
today, including the most-advanced waterproof-
breathable material ever made, GORE-TEX® Pro. 
The result is a range of technical outerwear that 
not only outperforms all others, but that re-defines 
what performance can be.

PERFORMANCE // REIMAGINED
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REIMAGINED

  |  REV DRY TOP
Based on athlete input, we examined every detail of the Rev Dry 
Top’s cut and construction to maximize comfort and minimize water-
entry. Re-imagined patterning improves flexibility while reducing 
friction and drag. Extended neoprene cuffs shield the gaskets, and 
GORE-TEX Pro material provides ultimate waterproof breathability.

Men’s  22541.01  |  $575.00  |    |  S-XXL

Women’s  22542.01  |  $575.00  |    |  XS-XL

SCAN TO VIEW ALL NRS
GORE-TEX PRO DRY WEAR.

  |  JAKL DRY SUIT
Designed to the specifications of elite expedition paddlers, the 
Jakl Dry Suit is built to withstand the rigors of epic expeditions or 
a lifetime of weekend excursions. The rear-entry design protects 
the zipper from big hits and brushy portages while Cordura®️ 
reinforcements guard against punctures and abrasion.

22552.01  |  $1,425.00  |    |  S-XXL

Cordura wear
guard

extended
overcuffs
guard gaskets

double-pull cinch 
w/ reflective 
tabs

splashproof zippered 
chest pocket

GORE-TEX fabric socks

YKK Aquaseal
relief zipper

YKK Aquaseal back-zip 
entry

drainage ports

100% recycled 
face fabric

tapered leg
 +
gathered ankle

Cordura 
wear guard

offset seam

elastic over-boot 
w/ silicone grip

Available at
select retailers.



The usual Balkan River Defence recipe of paddle, 
protest, press release, party, wouldn’t work 
this past year. Instead of inviting all to join, we 
planned to capture the essence of the Sava on 
film and tell the story of our journey by kayak. 
So, we gathered four kayakers and a tight 
media crew, planned our departure to enjoy the 
final push of snowmelt, from its dual sources to 
where it flows out of Slovenia and into Croatia. 
Along the way, we performed the first continuous 
waterfowl survey of the Sava River during nesting 
season and the first complete environmental 

DNA (eDNA) sampling of the Sava, with special 
attention to Huchen, a fish on the International 
Union for Conservation of Species’ “Red List” of 
critically threatened species. No events, press 
conferences or media coverage, just kayaking, 
exploring, sampling and really getting to know, 
and eventually share, the Sava.
We fell into the simple and satisfying routine 
of any good river trip. Wake with the sun. Pack, 
snack and get on the water. Easing into the day, 
we often paddled in silence while taking in the 
river’s current character, imagining how it looked 

BALKAN RIVERS TOUR 5:
SAMPLING AND
CELEBRATING

SLOVENIA’S SAVA RIVER

AUTHOR: CARMEN KUNTZ  |  PHOTOS: UPPER, KATJA JEMEC; LOWER, KATJA POKORN



in the past and even wondering about its future. At 
times, we paddled to the surround-sound of birds 
and rushing water, and other times to the hum of 
modern transportation. In sections, the river flows 
between a major railroad on the left bank and a busy 
regional road on the right. 
In contrast to the roads and rails that run along the 
Sava today, we learned the river was historically 
the primary transportation route during the Austro-
Hungarian Empire. Back then, oxen and people 
pulled massive wooden boats laden with goods up 
and down the river. Our plastic kayaks allowed us a 
chance to travel back in time, spotting ledges and 
old trails that were used for this historical transport 
route.   
When the sun was high and hot overhead, we picked 
a spot for lunch, which some days meant sandwiches 
on an inaccessible gravel bar, far from all views and 
sounds of civilization. And other times we met with 
our support van and media team, who treated us to 
fresh burek—cheese or meat filled pastry—still hot 
from the oven, a reminder of how close to towns and 
cities we really were. 
But it wasn’t all whitewater and flow. Along the 

way, we encountered over a dozen dams and many 
barriers. We were able to run some of the smaller 
weirs, but the large hydropower dams required us 
to portage steep slopes, razor wire and thick, stinky 
mud. We stopped at some of the proposed dam 
sites, too, drifting in our boats in silence, trying not 
to imagine concrete in these wild and healthy river 
stretches. 
In Slovenia, the Sava already has 15 dams, and yet 
wild, healthy segments of river still exist. But with 
plans to almost double the number of dams on this 
river, we understand there is a limit to how much 
stress a river can take, and these dams would mean 
the postcard-perfect and environmentally resilient 
stretches would turn into odorous stagnant water. 
We wondered, if businessmen and politicians could 
see what we see—if they just spent a few days 
floating on the Sava—would they still put the pen to 
paper and destroy the river completely? Forcing a 
politician into a raft isn’t realistic, so instead we took 
our time to capture the essence of the river in film 
and photography, to share our experience and show 
some of Sava’s secrets, hoping to reignite pride and 
prompt protection for the river. 

“...these dams would mean 
the postcard-perfect and 
environmentally resilient 
stretches would turn into 
odorous stagnant water.”

SCAN TO READ 
THIS STORY 
ON DUCT TAPE 
DIARIES.
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With the price of shipping these days, 
everyone is getting in on the action.

Aaron Black-Schmidt
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HYDROSKIN 1.5 PANT  |   |  15040.03  |  $119.95  |  S-XXL

HYDROSKIN 1.5 JACKET  |   |  15037.03  |  $149.95  |  S-XXL, GM-G4XL

3/2 RADIANT WETSUIT  |   |  17279.03  |  $239.95  |  XS-3XL

HYDROSKIN 0.5 SHORT-SLEEVE SHIRT  |   |  15001.07  |  $94.95  |  S-XXL  |  

A foreboding gray sky doesn’t 
have to be a recipe for 
disaster when you’re layered 
in neoprene protection. With 
today’s technical neoprene 
apparel, you can have reliable 
immersion protection and 
enjoy wearing it, too.

MEN’S NEOPRENE

Our Terraprene™ neoprene is made with 
limestone and recycled rubber. We use 
low-emissions water-based adhesives 

and water-efficient, energy-saving 
dope-died yarns.

HYDROSKIN® 0.5 SHORT  |   |  15015.05  |  $69.95  |  S-XXL
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3.0 ULTRA JANE WETSUIT  |   |  17274.04  |  $199.95  |  XS-XXL

HYDROSKIN 0.5 CAPRI  |   |  15017.05  |  $94.95  |  XS-XL

HYDROSKIN 1.5 JACKET  |   |  15039.03  |  $149.95  |  XS-XXL

HYDROSKIN 0.5 LONG-SLEEVE SHIRT  |   |  15004.05  |  $109.95  |  XS-XXL  |  

With advances in neoprene design, we’ve 
eliminated the dreaded clammy feel of 
neoprene past and added smart details to 
ensure athletic performance in the water, 
the boat or on shore. Today’s neoprene is 
more akin to your favorite workout gear 
than the rubbery apparel you couldn’t wait 
to peel off. When your exercise routine or 
hobbies involve a paddle—of any kind—
and chilly waters, consider the comfort of 
immersible neoprene insulation. 

WOMEN’S 
NEOPRENE

Our Terraprene™ neoprene is made with 
limestone and recycled rubber. We use 
low-emissions water-based adhesives 

and water-efficient, energy-saving 
dope-died yarns.

HYDROSKIN 1.5 PANT  |   |  15041.03  |  $119.95  |  XS-XL

all styles imported
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When the photographer catches 
you gearing up and belting out your 
favorite tune. Scotts Flat Reservoir, CA

Felipe Silva  
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  |   WOMEN’S PADDLE
30040.03  |  $63.95  |  6-11

  |   MEN’S KICKER
30022.04  |  $52.95  |  5-14

 |  BACKWATER
30048.01  |  $74.95  |  8-14

  |   WOMEN’S KICKER
30023.04  |  $52.95  |  5-11
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 |  BACKWATER
30048.01  |  $74.95  |  8-14

  |   WOMEN’S ARROYO
30054.02  |  $37.95  |  5-11

  |   MEN’S ARROYO
30053.02  |  $37.95  |  6-13

  |   FREESTYLE
30017.05  |  $63.95  |  5-13

  |   MEN’S PADDLE
30034.04  |  $63.95  |  6-14



“First rafting trip in memory: single dad, 
two little girls. Big sister took an oar to the 
eye, and at 3 years old, I went for my first 
swim through rapids. 20+ years down the 
road, I work for NRS and my sister was a 
raft guide.” — Angela S.

“NRS is employee owned. So 
when I say my colleagues are like 
family, I really mean it. We all 
work to create the company we 
want to work at, and it shows in 
the products and experiences we 
help supply.” — Trent H.

“I’ve always loved the NRS 
‘fun-factor,’ with different and 
sometimes goofy events, like 
the Great Spam versus Tofu 
Cook Off.” — Clyde N.

“I cherish the relationships 
I’ve made with my coworkers 
at NRS. I’m proud to work 
for a company that has 
introduced me to so many 
inspiring women in the 
outdoor industry.” — Jean N.

“I am proud to call myself an Employee 
Owner of NRS! Bill Parks’ vision has 
become a brilliant reality—a company 
that consistently shows respect, service, 
and stewardship toward our customers, 
employees, and outdoor recreation as 
a whole.” — Chris O.

“I am new to NRS and I 
am happy to be in a work 
environment as welcoming 
and fun as this.” — Amy K.



“It’s the people 
in this company,  
the employees, that make NRS 
successful.”  — Bill Parks, Founder
What does it mean to be 100% employee-owned? 
For us, it means committing to common goals and 
working together to reach them. It means serving 
our customers, community, and one another. It 
means taking pride in the work we do each day and 
understanding how it contributes to the big picture. 
It means the freedom to be yourself at work, even 
(and perhaps especially) if you’re someone whose 
idea of professional attire is flip-flops and shorts. 
And, sometimes, it means dressing up in silly outfits 
and deep-frying Twinkies in our break room.  

“NRS’s themed dress-up days 
continued even after Covid. We 
all shared photos from our 
home offices and isolated work 
stations. That’s some impressive 
commitment to keeping the positive 
vibe rolling.” — Cass M.

“Finishing my first 
day as a new CXS 
was special, and 
I’ll never take 
for granted the 
chance to work 
for this amazing 
company with 
these remarkable 
people. I feel so 
lucky to be a part 
of this team.” 
— Wilson C.

“I got married in the river… of course I 
rocked an NRS Guide Shirt, Guide Shorts, 
and a strap as a belt!” 
— Neal W.

“After you take your first phone call at 
NRS, you get your picture with our light-up 
robot flamingo. When you ship someone’s 
dreamboat package, there is (literal) 
confetti. — Cody G.



Robert Field shows off the impressive comb on this 
Roosterfish (tongue for size reference). Panama

Dakota Dunmire



WARM-WEATHER 
FISHING
The skies are clear, and the flies 
are tied just right; the sun is hot, 
but the beer’s not. On days like 
these, adventure anglers need gear 
and apparel that keeps them safe 
and comfortable on the water from 
dawn to dusk. Whether you seek 
protection from the sun or boggy 
shores, the answer is lightweight, 
quick-drying gear that easily adapts 
to do it all.

all styles imported

BACKWATER WETSHOES
30048.01  |  $74.95  |  8-14

  |   NECK GAITER 
10405.03  |  $23.95  |    |  Universal

MATIK INFLATABLE PFD
40080.01  |  $189.95  |    |  Universal

LOLO PANT
10151.02  |  $99.95  |  30-40, 33

  |   BAJA SHIRT
10009.04  |  $74.95  |    |  S-XXL

  |  NRS FISHING TRUCKER HAT
12540.01  |  $24.95  |  
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COOL-WEATHER
FISHING
The snow may dust the hills 
above, but when the sun peaks 
out behind the gray for the first 
time in days, it’s impossible to 
suppress the itch to wet a line. 
With the electronics to find the 
fish hunkered down, thermal 
layers to insulate your core, and 
waterproof-breathable outerwear 
to keep you dry, there’s no 
excuse not to ditch the couch and 
Catch the Adventure™ in the cold. 

  |  SLOUCH BEANIE
12550.01  |  $24.95  |  

  |  EXPEDITION WEIGHT UNION SUIT
10132.05  |  $149.95  |   S-XXL, GL, GXXL

CHINOOK FISHING PFD 
40009.04  |  $159.95  |    |  XS/M, L/XL, XL/XXL

  |  SPYN DRY SUIT
22540.01  |  $945.00  |  S-XXL

  |  BOUNDARY BOOTS
30035.02  |  $104.95  |  6-15

all styles imported

  |   FORECAST 2.0 GLOVES
25040.03  |  $47.95  |  S-XXL



The fish don’t leave the water in winter; 
neither does David. Snake River, WA

Neal Wassmuth
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Iron Chef Adirondacks: 
Justin versus Anna.

Scott Martin

CAMP APPAREL
Nothing truly compares to that feeling of stripping off wet or sweaty layers and changing 
into dry camp clothes. Every adventurer needs a gear bag full of versatile apparel for the full 
range of camp conditions and activities, from keeping warm on chilly nights, to waiting out a 
surprise downpour, or playing games under a hot afternoon sun.
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  |  WOMEN'S TEEKO RAIN JACKET 
20043.01  |  $169.95  |    |  XS-XL

  |   WOMEN'S SILKWEIGHT DRESS 
10112.02  |  $74.95  |    |  XS-XL

  |  POM BEANIE 
12553.01  |  $24.95  |  

  |   MEN'S SAWTOOTH PUFFY JACKET 
10170.01  |  $149.95  |    |  S-XXL

  |  MEN'S CANYON SHORTS 
10153.02  |  $49.95  |    |  30-40, 33

  |   MEN'S SILKWEIGHT HOODIE 
10139.05  |  $69.95  |    |  S-XXL

  |  SLOUCH BEANIE 
12550.01  |  $24.95  |  
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SCAN TO SEE ALL HAT 
MODELS AND COLORS.

NRS PARKS HAT   
12545.01  |  $24.95  |  

NRS FLAGSHIP HAT 
12549.01  |  $24.95  |  

NRS ICON HAT   
12552.01  |  $24.95  |  

NRS FISHING TRUCKER HAT  
12540.01  |  $24.95  |  

NRS LEGACY HAT   
12551.01  |  $27.95  |  

NRS FISHING TRUCKER HAT  
12540.01  |  $24.95  |  
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NRS RETRO TRUCKER HAT   
12541.01  |  $24.95  |  

NRS RIVER HAT    
12543.01  |  $24.95  |  

NRS 5-PANEL HAT   
12544.01  |  $29.95  |  

NRS MESH FLEX FIT HAT 
12502.01  |  $19.95  |  

NRS RETRO TRUCKER HAT   
12541.01  |  $24.95  |  

NRS ICON HAT   
12552.01  |  $24.95  |  
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WRSI CURRENT    
WRSI's exclusive safety technology, including three-layer impact 
absorption and the Interconnect Retention System, gives you a safe 
and solid helmet you can trust. 

43000.03  |  $129.95  |  S/M, M/L, L/XL  |  

WRSI CURRENT PRO    
The Current Pro adds an adjustable visor and removable ear 
pads to the time-tested Current for extra comfort and protection. 

43006.03  |  $149.95  |  S/M, M/L, L/XL  |  

WRSI TRIDENT COMPOSITE    
A high-impact carbon composite shell creates an exceptionally 
lightweight and safe helmet, giving advanced paddlers extra 
protection and style points to match. 

43002.03  |  $209.95  |  S/M, M/L, L/XL  |  

WRSI MOMENT   
With full-face protection and WRSI's proven proprietary technology, the 
Moment gives you ultimate protection for big drops and shallow rivers.

43005.03  |  $189.95  |  S/M, M/L, L/XL  |  

SAFELY PURSUE YOUR PASSION
Driven by our mission to empower adventure sports athletes to safely pursue 
their passions, we've combined years of research and development to deliver 
a fully-featured line of whitewater helmets. With the interconnect retention 
system, anti-rotation O-brace harness and a plush, breathable inner liner, you 
won't find a safer, more comfortable helmet.
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Turnin' and burnin' on the 
River Garry. Scotland

Jens Klatt
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CAPTAIN RESCUE KNIFE
47307.02  |  $39.95

GREEN KNIFE
47308.01  |  $39.95

VOSS KNIFE
47309.01  |  $39.95
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SCAN TO SEE OUR FULL
SELECTION OF KNIVES.

CO-PILOT KNIFE
47303.02  |  $44.95

NEKO BLUNT TIP KNIFE
47310.01  |  $39.95

PILOT KNIFE
47300.02  |  $49.95
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DOG COLLAR
60038.01 |  $15.95   |    |  S, M, L

DOG LEASH
60039.01 |  $19.95   |    |  5', 6'

CFD (CANINE FLOTATION DEVICE)
40023.02 |  $59.95   |    |  XS-XL

Cecil wears a CFD on the river. 
Cecil is a good boy. Be like Cecil. 

Neal Wassmuth
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1" HD STRAP
PAIRS: 60027.01  |  $11.95-$22.95  |  

1', 2', 3', 4', 6', 9', 12', 15', 20'

4-PACK: 60031.01  |  $32.95-39.95  |  

9', 12', 15'

1.5" HD STRAP
PAIRS: 60030.01  |  $19.95-$29.95  |  

3', 4', 6', 9', 12', 15', 20'

1" HD BUCKLE BUMPER STRAPS
PAIRS: 60028.01  |  $19.95-$23.95  |  

9', 12', 15', 20'

MULTI STRAP PACKS
MINI STRAP PACK: 60032.01  |  $74.95  |  

(2) 3', (2) 4', (2) 6', (2) 9', (2) 12'

MASTER STRAP PACK: 60032.01  |  $159.95  |  

(2) 3', (4) 4', (4) 6', (4) 9', (4) 12', (2) 15', (2) 20'

BORN ON THE RIVER, READY FOR WHATEVER.™
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Since creating the first purpose-built dry 
bag for boaters in 1977, the legendary 
Bill's Bag, we've focused on providing 
tough, highly functional bags for 
keeping your gear dry and protected on 
the river. Our High Roll and Expedition 
Duffels give you the same renowned 
durability and utility as the Bill's Bag, but 
in user-friendly designs that are easy to 
access and stow.

KEEPING YOUR
GEAR DRY
SINCE 1972

Our TobaTex™ material eliminates 
harmful plasticizers found in 

ordinary PVC.

1)

2)

3)

4)

4)



1)

2)

3)

4)

4)   |  HIGH ROLL DUFFEL
55024.02  |  35L – 12" dia x 20"H  | $132.95
 70L – 14" dia x 28"H  | $154.95
 105L – 16" dia x 32"H  | $174.95

1)   |  65L BILL'S BAG
55012.02  |  $159.95

3)   |  EXPEDITION DUFFEL
55038.01  |  35L – 12" dia x 20"H  | $264.95
 70L – 14" dia x 28"H  | $299.95
 105L – 16" dia x 32"H  | $317.95

2)   |  110L BILL'S BAG
55010.02  |  $179.95



We bounced and bobbed around, five little 
specs on the greatest of the Great Lakes. Only 
100 paddle strokes behind us, and doubt was 
already creeping in—what did we get ourselves 
into? 
When outdoor photographer and avid paddler 
Aaron Black-Schmidt floated the idea of 
returning to Lake Superior to paddle the Apostle 
Islands, I couldn't resist the opportunity. In 2019, 
we did a SUP expedition on Isle Royale National 

Park—a wild and breathtaking archipelago 
in Lake Superior’s northern waters, over 100 
miles away. On that trip, I became captivated 
by this unpredictable and gorgeous paddling 
environment. 
This time, we were joined by a trio of fun-loving 
paddlers from Kentucky—Aaron Koch, Heather 
Warman, and Heather McConnell. Aaron and 
Heather W. own a SUP and kayak outfitter—SUP 
Kentucky—located along the Red River about 

60 miles southeast of Lexington, Kentucky. The 
other Heather’s day job is in medical sales, but 
she picked up paddling a few years ago on a 
tour with SUP Kentucky—the Heathers became 
fast friends. 
The five of us had just left Sand Bay, the 
launching point for our week-long standup 
paddling expedition in the Apostle Islands 
National Lakeshore, located in Bayfield, 
Wisconsin. The sprawling 720-square-mile area 

EXPLORING THE 
JEWELS OF LAKE 
SUPERIOR
AUTHOR: JACK HAWORTH   |  PHOTOS: AARON BLACK-SCHMIDT
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features 12 miles of mainland shoreline and 21 forested 
islands—the “Jewels of Lake Superior.”
Despite an ominous start battling wind and waves, we 
kept digging until reaching Sand Island’s rugged shoreline. 
While there was no sand to be found, stunning sandstone 
cliffs, spectacular sea caves, and the ragged edge of the 
Northwoods forest greeted us instead.
We paddled north through East Bay, rounded the northeast 
tip of the island, and cruised into Lighthouse Bay. The 
shoreline had transformed from sandstone cliffs into a long 
sandy beach. Without another soul in sight, we claimed a 
campsite and spent the afternoon swimming, fishing, and 
relaxing. Just another day on the beach.

The setting sun illuminated billowing thunderclouds in the 
distance, coloring the sky and water with brilliant hues of 
gold, orange and red. I grabbed my board and paddled into 
a real-life painting. Mother Nature’s masterpieces don't fit in 
a stuffy museum, she makes you work to visit her artwork. 
With our time limited and 15 miles of open water between 
us and the outermost island—Devil’s Isle—we hitched a 
ride on a boat taxi. After lashing our gear to the boards and 
resuming our paddle, we were immediately met with the 
famed Devil’s Isle sea caves—one of the most spectacular 
paddling environments we'd ever witnessed. 
Aided by dead-calm conditions, we spent over two hours 
gliding under natural arches, crouching through tight 
tunnels, and paddling around cavernous rooms. The tree-
topped sandstone cliffs had been carved out by centuries 
of powerful storms, violent waves, and frozen Lake Superior 
winters—a confluence of natural forces that created this 
magnificent place to explore. 
We weaved through the maze of sea caves, ducking into 
every nook and cranny like kids on a playground. Once 
it was finally time to leave, we set out on a 4.5-mile open 

water crossing to Rocky Island, then continued on to our 
next campsite on South Twin Island. It was our trip's most 
hazardous crossing, but Superior was in a good mood with 
picturesque weather—cloudless, windless, stressless. 
“Why is nobody out here today?” asked Heather M. 
The glassy waterway was empty except for our crew 
paddling through an expansive area of serene wilderness. 
Halfway between the islands, I used a Lifestraw to take a 
sip of the world's largest drink when I noticed something 
different—silence. Not the type of silence you hear in 
your room at night, nor the type of solitude that can be 
discovered on your local nature trail. This was different. 
This was a deafening silence, a moment of pure tranquility. 

In a world gone mad, the ability to experience zero decibels 
and zero distractions is a moment to be cherished. 
I took out my GoPro and recorded a few seconds. It was 
a moment I wanted to capture, to bring back with me in 
hopes that whenever I needed it, I could escape back to 
this peaceful place. Just for the record, the video doesn't 
do it justice—some experiences simply can't be captured.
Once we reached our campsite on South Twin, we 
enjoyed a hard-earned lunch of hearty tacos stuffed with 
salami, cheese, olives and an Arby’s sauce packet, with 
peanut butter and honey tacos for dessert. Backcountry 
adventures tend to inspire curious culinary creations. 
“Isn't it funny how the things that got us excited as kids still 
gets us excited today?” said Heather W., as we sat on the 
rocky shoreline, skipping rocks into the lake. 
A storm was forecasted to blow in overnight, but we didn't 
care. The escape vibes were setting in. Later that evening, 
we stared at the stars while sitting around the campfire 
telling stories, you know, kid stuff. 

“In  a world gone 
mad, the ability 
to experience 
zero decibels and 
zero distactions 
is a moment to be 
cherished.”

SCAN TO READ THIS STORY
ON DUCT TAPE DIARIES.



54  |  See the full collection at nrs.com

Whether living in the city, the burbs or the backwoods, 
our inflatable SUPs make getting outside, keeping fit and 
staying sane accessible for nearly anyone. While cheaper 
boards exist, a well-built SUP that's stiff, stable and fits 
your paddling style will make every outing better. We build 
our boards with the most advanced materials, components 
and construction methods, and we back each one with our 
industry-best 3-year warranty. On top of that, every NRS 
board comes with a comfortable, easy-to-use backpack, 
top-quality dual-chamber inflation pump, pressure gauge 
and repair kit. 

ADVENTURE ON DEMAND

Ananka explores the 
Müggelspree River, Germany.

Jens Klatt
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ESCAPE SUP 
Built for going fast and going far, 
Escape series SUPs deliver the 
efficiency for after-work attainment 
paddles and the carrying capacity 
for overnight tours. 

ESCAPE 11.6
11'6" L x 32" W x 6" D  |  326 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 100-250 lbs.
86126.03  |  $1,295.00

ESCAPE 12.6
12'6" L x 30" W x 6" D  |  335 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 100-250 lbs.
86126.03  |  $1,345.00

ESCAPE 14
14' L x 29" W x 6" D  |  363 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 100-250 lbs.
86126.03  |  $1,395.00

RUSH PADDLE  
The Rush Paddle's midsize blade fits more 
paddlers and more styles of paddling. 
Fiberglass blade and shaft for lightweight 
durability. Adjustable length covers most 
paddler's heights and paddling styles. 68"-86".

77116.01 |  1-Piece  |  $189.95

77121.01   |  3-Piece  |  $209.95

THRIVE 11
11'L x 36"W x 6"T |  370 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 175-275 lbs.
86128.03  |  $1,345.00

THRIVE 10.8
10'8"L x 34"W x 6"T  |  340 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 150-250 lbs.
86128.03  |  $1,245.00

THRIVE 10.3
10'3"L x 32"W x 5"T  |  246 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 110-200 lbs.
86128.03  |  $1,145.00

THRIVE 9.10
9'10"L x 30"W x 5"T |  222 liters
PADDLER WEIGHT: 90-180 lbs.
86128.03  |  $1,095.00

THRIVE SUP  
A board for the do-it-all paddler, Thrive 
series SUPs are equally adept at touring, 
fitness paddling and light river running 
with the stability to help any novice feel 
at ease. Make every weekend memorable 
with an inflatable SUP that can handle any 
adventure.
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SUP iSOT IK

KUDA 106
10'8" L x 38" W x 9" Tubes; 275 lbs. load capacity 

86262.01  |  $1,395.00  |  

KUDA 126
12'6" L x 38" W x 9" Tubes; 300 lbs. load capacity 

86263.01  |  $1,495.00   |  

  |    |  KUDA 
Kuda inflatable Sit-On-Top Kayaks make 
fishing remote waters easy. The Kuda 106 
is the lightest, most maneuverable iSOT in 
the NRS Fishing line, while the Kuda 126 
offers a little more room for gear without 
sacrificing function. 

HERON
11' L x 39" W x 7" D  |  300 lbs. load capacity

86138.03  |  $1,495.00  |  

  |    |  HERON 
Dual 7" diameter side chambers act like outriggers 
to make the Heron an incredibly stable platform for 
fishing. Move around the board with ease to make 
pinpoint presentations and to land hard-fighting fish. 
We also give you three accessory mounts, bungee 
deck rigging up front, and infinitely adjustable 
rigging on the back for securing your cooler,
tackle bag or milk crate.

PIKE 126
12'8" L x 38" W x 10.5" Tubes; 375 lbs. load capacity 

86264.01  |  $1,395.00  |  

  |    |  PIKE 
The Pike is rigged and ready to Catch the 
Adventure in remote waters. With unique 
design elements for enhanced on-the-water 
performance, the Pike also features limitless 
rigging options to fit your fishing style. Pro 
package includes additional accessories.

PIKE 126 PRO
12'8" L x 38" W x 10.5" Tubes; 375 lbs. load capacity 

86264.01  |  $1,795.00  |  

If you’d rather smell your own sweat than two-stroke exhaust, rather risk getting skunked than battling for a spot, how 
you go is as crucial as where you go. Our line of inflatable fishing craft make it easy for anglers to get out the door and 
off the grid. Whether you rig it out at home or on the shore, each craft comes equipped with daisy-chain rigging and 
out-of-the-box accessory mounts to let you customize your set up.
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SCAN TO LEARN MORE 
ABOUT NRS FISHING.
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SLIPSTREAM RAFTS
Purpose-built for adventure anglers, Slipstream rafts feature a streamlined design with deliberately placed D-rings, handles and valves to reduce 
weight and eliminate catch points. High-pressure drop-stitch floors with EVA foam decking provide stable footing without the need for heavy (and 
costly) casting platforms. A sleek redesigned NRS fishing frame, with foot-control anchor system, reduces the number of parts required while 
delivering an outstanding rowing and fishing experience.

STANDARD PACKAGE
86278.01  |  12'9" x 6'3"  |  $4,495.00  |  

DELUXE PACKAGE
86279.01  |  12'9" x 6'3"  |  $5,495.00  |  

  |    |  SLIPSTREAM 120 
The Slipstream 120 is the perfect fishing 
raft for adventure anglers launching stealth 
missions on hard-to-access waters or just 
looking for a comfortable, worry-free mode 
for fishing their favorite day-stretch.

STANDARD PACKAGE
86288.01  |  13'9" x 6'7"  |  $4,995.00  |  

DELUXE PACKAGE
86289.01  |  13'9" x 6'7"  |  $5,995.00  |  

  |    |  SLIPSTREAM 139 
The Slipstream 139 is made for anglers looking 
to maximize opportunities on the water. Built 
for two anglers and a rower, this 13’9” raft is 
whitewater capable with the hauling capacity 
for overnight trips.

STANDARD PACKAGE
86274.01  |  9'5" x 4'11"  |  $3,495.00  |   

DELUXE PACKAGE
86275.01  |  9'5" x 4'11"  |  $4,495.00  |   

  |    |  SLIPSTREAM 96 
The Slipstream 96 lets you move light and fast 
for fishing adventures on small and hard-to-reach 
streams. It is designed to fit in a standard pickup 
bed or even on a roof rack to eliminate the need 
for a trailer.



SCAN TO SEE ALL OUR 
INFLATABLES ONLINE.

OTTER RAFTS
Boaters ready to invest in a lifetime of adventures can depend on the durability 
and craftsmanship of hand-built NRS Otter Series rafts. Designed for outfitter-
grade performance that a private boater can afford, Otter rafts come in a range 
of sizes. From day-trip floats to gear-hauling multi-days, there's an Otter that 
fits your family's boating needs.   

OTTER 120D
12'3" L x 6'3" W  |  Suggested frame width: 60"

85009.01  |  $4,100.00  |  

OTTER 96
9'5" L x 4'11" W  |  Suggested frame width: 48"

85025.01  |  $2,625.00  |  

OTTER 140
14' L x 7' W  |  Suggested frame width: 66"

85018.01  |  $4,995.00  |  

Life is but a dream. Colorado River, Grand Canyon

Danny Schmidt
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